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Things are fi nally looking up for our Students’ Union

Willow enjoys  
hidden depths 
of North Wales

A� er months of uncertainty and ap-
prehension over the future, some 
stability and good news has � nally 

arrived for our Students’ Union in the form 
of an announcement of concrete plans for 
the interim period and a new Sabbatical 
team for the academic year 2010/11 elected.

� e troubles surrounding the Pontio 
project have been well documented. Untold 
amounts of student animosity towards the 
plans (or shortage thereof) stemmed from 
a lack of e� ective communication and plans 
from the University. Many feared the worst 
when during the February General Meeting 
University representatives seemed to be dis-
illusioned with what the students truly need 
from their Union. � e tables were turned 
however, when our Union stood their 
ground and made the position clear. � e 
channels of communication opened and a 
real e� ective solution began to take shape.

In the meantime, students were faced 
with the task of electing the Sabbatical team 
for the forthcoming academic year; a team 
who will have the uphill task of ensuring the 

smooth running of the Union during the in-
terim period. Constitutional changes mean 
that there are now a team of six Sabbatical 
O�  cers to tackle what will be an undoubt-
edly daunting job. A� er a week of cam-
paigning from prospective o�  cers nearly 
1300 students turned out over the 7th, 8th 
and 9th March to have their say.

� is year saw as many as � ve candidates 
standing for some positions, a sure sign that 

students hold the Union and its future dear 
to their hearts. Such a strong showing for 
what may be some of the most di�  cult years 
ahead is both impressive and encouraging. 
Your team for 2010/11 are as follows: Jo 
Caul� eld was elected as President with 698 
votes, and Danielle Buckley as Vice Presi-
dent for Education and Welfare with 544 
votes. � e VP for Sport and Healthy Living 
will be Danielle Giles, who garnered 603 
votes. Rich Gorman will be VP of Societies 

and Sustainability with 627 votes, Sharyn 
Williams as VP for Welsh A� airs and Com-
munity with 889 and Matt Ison will assume 
the role of VP for Communication and 
Events having gathered 617 votes. All new 
elected o�  cers will assume their roles be-
ginning August 1st.

Only a mere day a� er the result was 
announced students were braced by our 
outgoing Sabbatical team for an important 

announcement regarding the future of the 
building. 

Despite the belief of many (including 
Seren and for a while, our Sabbs) that the 
Union was to be relocated to Rathbone, it 
was announced that our temporary build-
ing will in fact be the Robinson building, a 
stone’s throw away from our current loca-
tion, just opposite the Deiniol Library. � is 
was secured by the Sabbatical team a� er 
many expressed that the furthest part of Up-

per Bangor was not an appropriate location 
for the Union to be, with fears it could ham-
per accessibility and outreach. Information 
was also revealed as to the layout of the new 
building, services provided and our interim 
nightclub.

More information became available at a 
follow up Focus Group meeting, established 
by the university a� er students expressed 
the desire to be involved in the decision 
making process. Details being relayed to 
Senate in March made clearer the plans for 
Robinson in the interim. It is important to 
stress that none of these plans are 100%, and 
are subject to change once full planning gets 
underway, but what has been revealed pro-
vides a good guide as to what will be avail-
able to students for the next few years.

� e timeline for the interim is still be-
ing de� ned as 2010 to 2012, and Robinson 
will not be the only interim location for the 
Union services; whilst most services will be 
provided in Robinson, Rathbone will still be 
home to some aspects of the Union.

Only a mere day after the result was announced 
students were braced by our outgoing Sabbatical 
team for an important announcement regarding 

the future of the building. 

Liz Stevens
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Exam stress? 
Blast it with 
Boxercise!
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Editor
News

Features
Music

Creative Corner
Film

Travel
Sport

Design Team

Georgia Mannion
Liz Stevens
Stacey Gannon
Aaron Wiles
Gemma Ellis
Louise Cotteril
Rachel Stretton
Martyn Singleton
Dan Turner
Jo Caulfi eld

THE SEREN TEAM

April Issue 2010

Contributors:
Emily Collins

Jennifer Krase
Jez Harvey

Willow Manuel
Heather Torrence
Laura Stephenson

Ben Evans
Battleship Williams

Lizzie Blowey
Gemma Howell
Callum Rymer

Nick Major
Homan Yousofi 

Vinny Topp
Will Clutton

Richard Anthony Morris
Karl Hanks
Andy John

Lauren Evans
Rich Gorman

Thomas Owen
Nick O’Hara Smith

Gwenan Hine
Matt Cox

Thom Flint
Daniel Massey

Photography:
Heather Torrance

Kate Green
Aaron Wiles

Gemma Carter

Special thanks to:
Luke Dobson

#krasegoeskrasey
Emily Collins

Proof reading: 
Matt Cox

Jo Caulfi eld
Emily Collins
Luke Dobson

Hello there, by now you 
must be aware that we 
here at Seren care about 
the environment. That’s 

why we ask that when you’ve read the 
paper cover to cover, ripped something 
out and stuck it to the fridge, spilled tea 
and all sorts on it, that you stick it in the 
blue recycling box. Thanks very much!

EDITORIAL
2 April Issue 2010

www.seren.bangor.ac.uk

Hello readers!
Lovely to see you again. The music pages are especially interesting this issue, thanks in large part to Aaron’s Sugababes tribute. I’d also recommend Unity’s article in comment section. In fact, the whole comment section is worth checking out. As I’m writing this, the Seren offi ce is full of sub editors, society chairs, senators and sabb elects. I don’t want to thank them for all the work they do in and around the union (although it is invaluble), I just want to say that they make the long hours spent working on Seren much more bearable. They are wonderful so thank you to all of you perched on various table edges and sofa arms.  Also to all the sub editors who sacrifi ced time in the rare Bangor sun to do their pages. Thank you.What got us through this time was Madonna and too many views of the Beyonce clown on youtube.

Memory tells me that these times are worth working for,Georgia Xx
Ps.  If you fancy getting in touch you can email me at editor@seren.bangor.ac.uk or add Seren Bangor on facebook.

RECYCLE
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Another 
one bites 
the dust

In addition to the loss of the Uni-
versity’s Vice Chancellor and Pro-
Vice Chancellor, this academic 
year has now seen the loss of an-
other Pro-Vice Chancellor, Profes-
sor Hilary Lappin-Scott. Despite 
having been in her post less than a 
year, Prof Lappin-Scott announced 
her resignation e� ective April 30th. 
Her resignation has been stated as 
for professional reasons arising 
from irreconcilable di� erences.

The Lance Armstrong Foundation 
was formed by the 7 time Tour 
De France winner in the wake of 

his near death experience in 1996/7 be-
cause of Testicular Cancer. � e “LAF” 
now runs the very successful Livestrong™ 
fundraising health and Cancer aware-
ness campaign in the USA, thanks to its 
grass roots population who wear yellow 
to signify their support. Last August at 
a Cancer conference in Dublin, Lance 
Armstrong challenged delegates to join 
the Livestrong™ Global campaign to erad-
icate Cancer.

� us inspired, delegate and mature 
Creative Studies Fresher Nick O’Hara 
Smith put a proposal to Tom Hecht, the 

SU’s outgoing Events Sabbatical O�  cer 
who took it to the SU Executive commit-
tee. � ey enthusiastically agreed Bangor 
University SU would become the � rst 
organisation outside the USA to host a 
Livestrong™ festival. � e festival centres 
around October 2nd, (Armstrong’s di-
agnosis date), a day its committee hopes 
will see Bangor “turned yellow” and raise 
much needed funds for Ysbyty Gwyn-
edd’s cancer unit.  � e festival committee 
hopes to attract celebrities and top sports 
stars to a series of Livestrong™ fundrais-
ing events and already have verbal com-
mitments from some big names.

Spencer George, outgoing SU Deputy 
President and Livestrong™ Committee 
member explains the concept; “we will be 
encouraging the entire University to en-
gage with the Bangor and Anglesey com-
munities in a joint e� ort to transform the 
local Cancer services. We want everyone 
to know how much we appreciate being 
students here by hosting this festival, 

hopefully annually. Our clubs and socie-
ties will approach their city counterparts 
to establish their own unique fundraising 
e� orts. We will also be approaching area 
schools, businesses and Cancer charities 
to join us.” 

To coincide with the Livestrong festi-
val, Love Hope Strength, the charity es-
tablished by � e Alarm’s front man Mike 
Peters has been invited to host a Bone 
Marrow Donor drive in the city on Oc-
tober 2nd to try and help reduce the 1000 
deaths annually in the UK for want of a 
bone marrow transplant.

� e festival will begin on October 2nd 
this year with a major ride, run and walk.  
Cyclists from around the UK will be in-

vited to raise money and take part in the 
inaugural “Livestrong™ Tour of Anglesey 
Challenge”. Runners and walkers will 
do their thing in or around the city and 
university supported by family oriented 
fun. Music in several places to cater for 
most tastes will top o�  the day. In the 
week following October 2nd, the Com-
mittee hope to host a series of celebrity 
“evenings with.”

Incoming Communication and Events 
Sabbatical O�  cer and festival committee 
secretary Matt Ison is delighted.  “Lives-
trong works to help communities become 
healthier and stronger by bringing every-
one together. In adapting the USA model 
we hope for both a healthier community 
and an improved relationship between 
students and the city. � e Lance Arm-
strong Foundation is right behind us and 
will support our e� ort going forward. ” 

Nick O’Hara Smith & 
Gwenan Hine

Bangor SU to 
Livestrong

The festival committee hopes to attract 
celebrities and top sports stars

And the walls didn’t 
come tumbling down...

Infamous for working overtime, a 
keen topic amongst the Bangor stu-
dent rumour mill has been the future 

of the Octagon, and its looming closure 
and re-development. Seren can reveal 
that these rumours can be put to bed – 
Occy is staying put.

Frequented by locals and students 
alike, the club shuts every summer and 
is open most nights during term time. It 
has been a staple within city for a number 
of years, and despite not being every stu-
dent’s cup of tea, its closure would have 
undoubtedly hindered the city’s already 

minimised nightlife with the imminent 
move of the Students’ Union to the Rob-
inson Building.

Rumours have been swirling that the 
club is in fact owned by Watkin Jones, the 
national company who own a number 
of sites in and around Bangor, and are 
responsible for the erection and manage-
ment of Neuadd Willis 1 and 2. Stories 
being bandied about have included the 
development of new student accommo-
dation to a straightforward demolition 
of the property. None of this however, is 
true; Seren is able to con� rm that the club 
is not owned by Watkin Jones, nor are 
there any plans for such a development.

� is has been con� rmed by Octagon 
themselves, who have told Seren that 
neither the club nor the property upon 

which it stands is owned by Watkin Jones. 
Octagon revealed that the building is in 
fact a listed building; should anybody in 
the future wish to demolish the property 
they are not legally entitled to do so, the 
most that could ever occur upon the land 
is re-development. Octagon’s con� rma-
tion was corroborated by Watkin Jones 
and Gwynedd Council, the latter stating 
they are not aware of any plans for the site. 
� ey reinforced the legal requirement 
for formalities should this rumour ever 
become a reality; if anything substantial 
were to occur planning permission would 

need to be sought and a public notice of 
such a move issued. Gwynedd Council 
stated their knowledge of a number of 
sites owned and operated around Bangor 
by Watkin Jones – the Octagon is not one 
of them. A check of Watkin Jones’ listed 
properties on their website and planning 
applications made to the Council con-
� rms this.

� e Octagon is in fact undergoing 
somewhat of a transformation – the main 
room currently undergoing refurbish-
ment. Any rumours other than that how-
ever, remain just that. � e loss of such a 
signi� cant venue would have hit Bangor’s 
nightlife hard, but students can breathe a 
sigh of relief as Occy remains open for the 
foreseeable future.

Liz Stevens

Seren can reveal that rumours of closure can 
be put to bed - Occy is staying put

Seren would like to pay tribute 
to Professor Duncan Tanner who 
sadly passed away in February. 
Bangor University tragically lost 
a prominent lecturer, historian, 
director of the Welsh institute of 
Social and Cultural A� airs and Di-
rector of Research.

Duncan Tanner secured a lec-
tureship at Bangor University in 
1989 and was appointed profes-
sor in 1995. His � rst book, Politi-
cal Change and the Labour Party 
1900-1918 (1990) won him the 
Royal Historical Society’s prestig-
ious Whit� eld Prize and cemented 
his reputation as a leading Labour 
historian. He also co-edited � e 
Labour party in Wales, 1900-2000 
(2000) and Labour’s First Century 
(2000). 

Not only was he widely pub-
lished in Labour Party history, 
Duncan Tanner was part of a team 
for a major research project on the 
history of Welsh devolution fund-
ed by ESRC. He became its driving 
force, with a reputation both as a 
leading authority on devolution, 
and a Welsh historian. Described 
by Andrew Edwards as ‘Duncan 
the anorak’ he became a strong 
advocate of, and authority on, the 
Freedom of Information Act. At 
the time of his death he was also an 
editor of Twentieth Century Brit-
ish History. � ese are only some of 
his many achievements.

� e memorial service which 
celebrated his life at the Univer-
sity was a very � tting tribute full 
of humour and honesty. Hundreds 
of people turned up for the memo-
rial and sang the socialist anthem 
‘Red Flag’, as Duncan Tanner had 
wanted all of his Plaid and Con-
servative friends to sing this song. 
His now famous quote ‘Never let 
the truth get in the way of a good 
story’ was mentioned in many of 
the speeches. 

Duncan Tanner will be remem-
bered as an inspirational character 
at Bangor University. He was a 
father-like � gure and a friend to 
many in the history department 
and the University. Duncan Tan-
ner will be remembered proudly as 
part of Bangor University’s history.

Acknowledgment to the Obitu-
ary by Dr. Andrew Edwards, Lec-
turer in Modern History, School 
of History, Welsh History & Ar-
chaeology, & Professor John Far-
rar, former Pro-Vice Chancellor, 
Research & Professor in Biological 
Sciences, Bangor University.

Duncan
Tanner

U.S. of Aid

In 2009, the American debate over 
healthcare forced its way into the 
British political consciousness dur-

ing a controversy over comments made 
by Conservative MEP Daniel Hannan 
warning Americans not to copy the 
British healthcare system. � e com-
ments sparked a Twitter campaign 
(#welovethenhs) and created an atmos-
phere of public debate and some conster-
nation at the American system. � e NHS 
is a world-renowned British institution, a 
post-modern legacy of the pre- and inter-
war years of struggle. It serves millions of 
people and o� ers an egalitarian system 
of primary and specialised healthcare 
regardless of means. By contrast, the 
American system leaves over 32 million 
American citizens and countless more 
undocumented immigrants, many chil-
dren, utterly without access to the most 
basic primary and preventative care. 
Every year the poor (working and not) 
and immigrants (documented and not) 
and the self-employed (wealthy and not) 
� ock to A&E centres for what should be 

services provided by their GPs. Forget 
eyecare and dental- many of my school 
mates grew up playing this game of ‘is it 
serious enough for a doctor’.

� e 111th congress should go down 
in the history books as having enacted 
watershed reform legislation. Steadily 
encouraged by the Obama administra-
tion, Senate and House Democratic lead-
ership, and despite Republican attempts 
to Shanghai reform, the Congress passed 
the Patient Protection and A� ordable 
Care Act and the Health Care and Edu-
cation Reconciliation Act of 2010 which 
were signed by President Obama on 25 
March, 2010. 

Before moving on to what was actu-
ally passed into law, a few words need to 
be said about health care. From the per-
spective of a perpetually-insured Ameri-
can, the idea that other people cannot 
walk into a primary care physician and 
get a swab for strep throat, have painful 
mystery conditions assessed, seek mental 
health assistance, or be treated for cancer 
without the threat of � nancial ruin hang-
ing over their heads lest the diagnosis be 
more than what they have in their che-
quing account is utterly appalling. � e 
prevailing anti-welfare Ayn Randian 
chants of ‘BOOTSTRAPS!’ most vocifer-
ously embodied in the utterly embarrass-
ing Tea Party movement but the roots of 

which run deep in American political 
ideologies, have to change. We live in 
a global community and that sense of 
ownership in the fortunes yourself and 
your neighbour has to start at home. � is 
healthcare reform, however incremental 
and disappointing for those who sought 
true universal coverage is hopefully a 
step towards a more conscientious and 
self-conscious America.

But back to the reforms: all this dis-
cussion, months of � ghting in the Ameri-
can and British press, only to leave many 
asking: come again? � e real meaning 
of health care reform in the US is ob-
scure at best, even to those who fought 
for and against it tooth and claw. Here 
some highlights of major deadlines and 
changes that will take place as a result of 
the new laws:

First, there are rolling deadlines for 
di� erent parts of the law to become ac-
tive. � is year, young adults will be able 
to stay on their parents’ insurance until 
age 26. Insurance plans are barred from 
excluding children based on pre-existing 

conditions. � ere will also be a 10% tax 
on money spent on indoor tanning serv-
ices as well as prescription rebates for 
seniors. In 2011, the law will largely in-
stitute tax changes. Additionally, restric-
tions on premiums for existing health 
plans and rules against companies re-
stricting coverage begin to come into ef-
fect, with a � nal goal of covering all plans 
by 2018. 

By 2013, companies must have plans 
in place for electronic transmission of 
healthcare data and communications. 
Additionally there will be tax placed 
on the � rst purchase of certain medical 
equipment, excluding eye gear or other 
individual use items, as well as limits 
placed on Flexible Savings Accounts de-
posits. In 2014, citizens will be required 
to purchase health coverage or face a � ne 
(this is THE most controversial part of 
the bill outside its shameful sacri� ce of 
women’s health, which got thrown under 
the bus) in addition to further requiring 
companies to insure people regardless of 
conditions and banning premiums based 
on anything other than a single standard 
formula.

For more information on the process 
of reform, check out CNN.com’s compre-
hensive healthcare timeline: 
www.tinyurl.com/SerenHCR

This reform is hopefully a step towards 
a more conscientious and self-conscious 

America

Jennifer Krase explores what the 
historic Health Care Bill means for 

millions of Americans
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A Bangor student has demon-
strated how simple steps can help 
turn the bad into good – a� er 

something as small as contents insurance 
le�  one female student covered a� er she 
was the victim of a daytime burglary. 
Once again bringing to the forefront the 

issue of student security and safety, third 
year student Gemma has demonstrated 
how the obvious really can make all the 
di� erence.

Away in Bristol as part of a BUCS 
Orienteering expedition, Gemma was 
shocked to receive a phone call from her 
housemate out of the blue asking if she 
had been home; her bedroom light was 
on and her door open. Realising the likeli-
hood of what had occurred, she asked her 
housemate to check if her laptop and other 
possessions were still there; whilst an MP3 
player and speakers remained untouched 
the same could not be said of her compu-
ter. � ankfully the burglar was not still in 
the property, and her housemate contact-
ed the police.

Gemma has commented on the swi�  
response of the police, who soon dis-
patched a forensics team to the property to 
investigate and � ngerprint her room. She 
said ‘they were very helpful and friendly 
and the police o�  cer who was assigned 
gave me her police text number so if I had 
had anything else stolen or if anything 
came up etc I had the option of texting her’. 
Gemma noted that whilst texting a police 
o�  cer seemed a strange concept at � rst, it 
did in fact prove incredibly useful. At the 
time of print she was still awaiting further 
correspondence about the incident.

� e real di� erence maker however, was 

Gemma’s purchase of room insurance. 
What could have become an additional 
nightmare with regards to deadlines and 
dissertation work was avoided with the 
purchase of cover for goods; Gemma was 
able to contact her provider and receive a 
new laptop markedly similar to the stolen 

item within a week and a half of the in-
cident. 

� e incident has highlighted how even 
the most safety conscious student can still 
fall victim to unscrupulous individuals, 
and how paying regard to what you con-
sider an unnecessary expenditure or time 
wasting act can help ease the stress of a 
frightening episode. Good points to bear 
in mind with regards to security are:

-It pays to purchase room or contents 
insurance. Rooms in halls o� en have 
insurance included in the rent but it 
may not extend to valuable items such as 
laptops or MP3’s 

- check with the halls o�  ce.
-Insurance companies are varied and 
commonplace, and there are a number of 
student speci� c providers who cater for 
our needs. 
-Rates are usually very reason-
able.
-Make sure you lock 
your doors and windows 
whenever you leave 
your room.
-If you are away 
for a prolonged 
period of time 
make sure your 
door is locked 

and all valuable items are stored safely 
away. Make sure your housemates know 
where you are and how long you will be 
gone for.
-Always ensure, even when you are at 
home, that valuables are out of sight of 
anyone who may look in.

-Keep track of what you own and where 
it is.
If you are the victim of any kind of the�  
or incident contact the police – they can 
and will assist you.

Even the most conscientious individual 
can become a victim - ‘what's scary is that 
this happened with my door closed, cur-
tains shut and with a fellow housemate in 
the house! What's more annoying is that 
I hadn’t le�  the laptop ‘on show’ for the 
burglar either’. Whilst Gemma has to deal 
with the incident her sensible approach 
has meant that the outcome is not as bad 
as it could have been – small steps can go 
a long way to protecting yourself, and her 

example is one that 
many could 
follow.

Liz Stevens

Small steps can go a long way to protecting yourself, and Gemma’s 
example is one that many could follow.

Daylight Robbery
3rd year student demonstrates how the shock of a daytime burglary 

was eased by simple safety precautions

Make a Difference

Voting Times
Tues 27th April Weds 28th April

Students’ Union Foyer 
9am - 5pm

Main Arts Foyer 
9am - 5pm

AGM (in Time) 
6pm - 9pm

Students’ Union Foyer 
8.30am - 12pm

Main Arts Foyer 
8.30am - 12pm

The Sabbs are sorted, now it’s time to pick the 
Senators and Trustees...

The count will take place on Wednesday 
afternoon and results announced later that day...

Come the 6th of May students in 
Bangor will have voted more 
times in 2 months than some have 

in a lifetime. Although you have selected 
the Sabbatical team for 2010/11, and de-
spite the fact it’s not quite time to decide 
our new Prime Minister, there is another 
pressing matter that requires your atten-
tion – the election of Senators and Trus-
tees. Nominations were opened on April 
12th and ran until the 16th; now it is your 
turn to decide who should help make the 
decisions that a� ect our Students’ Union.

Some students have expressed the 
sentiment that they do not understand 
or are not a part of Senate. Such a state-
ment could not be further from the truth. 
Senate is the political mechanism of the 
Union – it is there to pass the policies 
that a� ect its daily running and our lives 
as part of it. It provides students with a 
democratic say and vote in how we gov-
ern our representative body Senate meet 
once a month in the Council Chambers 
of the Main Arts Building alongside a 
Chairperson (elected from the Senators), 
members of the Sabbatical team and rel-
evant committees, and the work that they 
do can be seen across the canvas of the 
Students’ Union – from constitutional 
changes to direct involvement in the Pon-
tio project. Anyone is invited to attend 
Senate, and every student has automatic 
speaking rights and is entitled to put for-
ward policy motions. It is therefore more 

inclusive than some may have originally 
thought.

� e grand total of 42 Senators are 
‘expected to engage and canvass opinion 
from the student population, supporting 
the Sabbatical O�  cers as ambassadors of 
the Union’. Within that 42 are 12 de� ned 
roles; 6 representative senators, who rep-
resent (although not exclusively) students 
who fall within the categories of: home 

and commuting students, part-time stu-
dents, sandwich course and placement 
students, research post-graduate stu-
dents, taught post-graduate students, and 
student parents. � ere are also 6 equality 
senators, who represent (again not wholly 
exclusively) the following categories: ac-
cessibility, age equality, gender equality, 
nationality equality, race equality, and 
sexuality equality. � e remaining 30 are 
de� ned as ‘General Senators’.

Alongside this are three Trustee posi-
tions. Constitutional changes mean that 
in addition to Sabbatical O�  cers now be-
ing able to sit on the Board of Trustees, 
students are responsible for the election 
of three Trustees. � e Board of Trustees 
is the principal administrative and opera-
tional body of the Union, and is respon-

sible for its long term strategy. � e Board 
controls all expenditure of the Union, 
including bank accounts and human re-
sources, with the power to veto political 
or operational decision with may jeop-
ardise the Union’s � nancial or legal posi-
tion. In short, these three individuals will 
sit on a Board which is at the heart of our 
Union.

Whilst not all students may desire to 
� ll these roles, our vote is still important. 
Our Senators and Trustees are there to 
ensure our voices are heard and that our 
Union is truly accountable, and the best 
way to secure this is to vote for who will 
represent you the most e� ectively in deci-
sions that you may not realise a� ect your 
student life on day to day basis. � is is a 
position echoed by Societies and Events 
O�  cer Tom Hecht: ‘� e University re-
lies on the Students’ Union to provide 
representation for all its students. � e 
SU Senate exists to facilitate an e� ective 
structure of representation; in order for 
the student voice to be most e� ective the 
maximum number of Senators need to be 
elected. Be sure to go out and use your 
vote to make sure your opinion is heard 
in the future!’

Voting times and places have been 
listed to the le� . Seren leaves you with the 
same message as we do for the General 
Election – don’t be bored, it’s important.

Liz Stevens

The sentiment all students 
are not a part of Senate 

could not be further from the 
truth

During the interim period, the � rst 
third of Robinson will be home 
to a shop and café, and the main 

body of the Students’ Union – the Student 
Volunteering Bangor project room, media 
room, o�  ces, advice centre and commit-
tee room. � e back two thirds will host a 
nightclub to replace Time and Academi, 
with a capacity being stated currently 
at approximately 800. Rathbone will be 
home to Storm FM. Other locations have 
yet to be decided, but will house storage 
for clubs and societies. Any clubs or so-
cieties that currently 
have storage will re-
tain it, and the Union 
dark room will be 
preserved elsewhere. 
� ere will be space 
for minibus parking, 
and it has also been 
suggested that Night-
line will remain in its 
current, undisclosed 
location. Essentially, 
everything that is in 
our current Union will be preserved.

From the opening of Pontio onwards, 
Robinson will be expanded to be entirely 
a nightclub, with an approximate capacity 
currently being stated as 1100. Much like 
Time is now, it will be available for multi-
genre capacities. As for our position with-
in the Pontio building, plans are constant-
ly changing. It has been con� rmed that 
we will be at the top of the hill, and an SU 
branded bar will be available in addition 
to the Robinson nightclub. In addition to 
the media room, there will be a newspaper 
base, SVB room, games room, o�  ce space 
and an advice centre. Storm FM will not 
be in the SU space, instead, it will be a fo-
cal point within the main Pontio building. 
Ongoing negotiations are still working 
towards a conference room and debating  
chamber, and it has been emphasised that 
students will have access to building-wide 

resources. A shop and café are being con-
sidered as occupying Pontio space, whilst 
still retaining the SU brand. Nightline will 
remain in the same location, as will likely 
storage space, the darkroom and parking. 
Design of the new building was con� rmed 
as having begun in the latter half of March.

Students have responded positively 
to the news, Facebook and Twitter light-
ing up with positive messages regarding 
the plans. Both the election and the an-
nouncement of the future of the Union 
have heralded a positive step forward for 

students and Un-
ion sta�  alike; what 
had the potential to 
evolve into an un-
pleasant scenario 
has been turned into 
a move which will 
usher in a new era 
for the Union. � e 
Sabbatical team are 
to be commended 
for their e� orts, 
without their push 

for real student representation and their 
� ght to see the Union in its entirety both 
in the interim and the future none of this 
could have been achieved. 

President-elect Jo Caul� eld reinforced 
this stance: “� e Robinson building is a 
much preferable option than previous sug-
gestions. � e central location is a massive 
plus and will help with maintaining the 
Union’s visibility during the interim. All 
credit is due to the current Sabb team for 
persisting and ensuring adequate provi-
sion was made and I look forward to the 
year ahead in our new location. � ere is 
still a lot of work to be done and our major 
focus for next year is that of communica-
tion, with regard to both our new home 
and what our Union is about.”

� ere is now light at the end of the 
tunnel, and � nally Bangor students have 
something to look forward to.

Continued from front page arti-
cle “Absolutely Sabbulous”

There is still a lot of 
work to be done and 
our major focus for 
next year is that of 
communication, with 
regard to both our 
new home and what 

our Union is about
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On the 29th March the National 
League for Democracy (NLD) 
announced it would not partake 

in the national “fake” elections in Burma. 
� e decision came a� er a law, passed by 
the military junta in March “prohibits 
anyone convicted by a court from join-
ing a political party.” � is means that No-
bel peace prize winner, and leader of the 
NLD Aung San Suu Kyi, currently under 
house arrest, would have to be expelled 
from the NLD before her party would be 
legally able to run for o�  ce. � is is but an-
other blow for the people of Burma, whose 
bloody history is mired in oppression and 
poverty at the hands of a power-obsessed 
military government.

Before the country gained independ-
ence in 1948, Burma was ruled by a Brit-
ish colonial administration that stripped 
the people of any authority. In 1962 an 
army coup overthrew the representa-
tive government, establishing a military-
dominated regime for the next 26 years, 
a period where “there were no free elec-
tions, and freedom of expression and as-
sociation were almost entirely denied”. In 
1988 there was a massive uprising, with 
demonstrations against the regime, so that 
university students were soon joined “by 
monks, civil servants, workers, and even 
policemen and soldiers in cities and towns 

all over Burma.” Approximately 5000 were 
killed, hundreds more jailed, and “Am-
nesty International estimates that around 
1,500 political prisoners still remain jailed 
under harsh conditions” due to this upris-
ing alone.

� e unrest did force the military gov-
ernment to call an election, occurring in 
May 1990. � e regime ensured that Aung 

San Suu Kyi was under house arrest during 
the campaign. Despite this, the NLD won 
over 80% of the vote. � e regime ignored 
the result and refused to allow Parliament 
to meet.

Junta rule has continued up to the 
present day, and the military government 
recently passed a “referendum” which en-
sures 25% of Parliamentary seats are re-
served for themselves. Women are barred 
from holding senior o�  ce, slave labour is 
legal, and the military can veto all legisla-
tion. Other crimes against humanity are 
commonplace, including torture, forced 
displacement, sexual violence (against 
girls as young as � ve), and extra-judicial 
killings.

A recent � lm, Burma VJ, documents 

the biggest anti-government protests since 
1988. It is composed of smuggled foot-
age captured by independent journalists. 
Called a� er the regime raised fuel prices 
by 500%, demonstrations were led by the 
88Generation Students Group, a pro-de-
mocracy collective. � e movement gained 
momentum when tens of thousands of 
Buddhist monks joined in and the country 

was suddenly awash with various voices 
calling for an end to the military rule. In 
response, the government enforced a cur-
few from 9pm to 5am, gatherings of more 
than � ve people were banned, demonstra-
tors were attacked and jailed, and monas-
teries were raided, with monks arrested 
and killed. Video reporters face imprison-
ment and death to smuggle such footage, 
documenting the ravished world of the 
Burmese people.

Amnesty International issued a report 
in 2007 calling for the United Nations 
Security Council to impose a manda-
tory Arms Embargo on the country, and 
Burma Campaign UK are calling on the 
British government and others to adopt 
economic sanctions against the brutal 

dictatorship. Economic sanctions are a 
peaceful and crucial action; foreign invest-
ment helps maintain the military dictator-
ship, who earns millions of dollars each 
year. Among the ‘Dirty List’ of investors 
making money from the corrupt regime 
are Total Gas Co; the � rst to support the 
dictatorship and allegedly responsible for 
“the laying of the pipeline and the sur-
rounding infrastructure that led to serious 
human rights abuses.” Total are funded by 
Santander, who recently opened a branch 
in the Main Arts Library. Another com-
pany on the list are BBC Worldwide, the 
commercial arm of the BBC which owns 
a 70% stake in Lonely Planet, a guidebook 
company who vigorously defend tour-
ism to Burma. � is undermines “calls by 
Aung San Suu Kyi and Burma’s democracy 
movement for tourists to stay away... the 
book fails to warn readers which hotels are 
regime owned or highlight which tourist 
facilities were built or prepared for tour-
ism with forced labour”.

To learn more about Burma or to help 
end the oppression, visit www.amnesty.
org.uk/students, www.burmacampaign.
org.uk and www.banksecrets.eu.

Nick Major

Video reporters face imprisonment and death to 
smuggle footage documenting the 

ravished world of the Burmese people

A Blow to Burma

Democracy in oppressed country continues to stagnate...

Atheists and lawyers attempt to 
assemble case to arrest the Pope

Prominent atheist Richard Dawkins 
has revealed plans to orches-
trate a ‘legal ambush’ against the 

Pope during a three day visit to Britain. 
Dawkins, the best-selling author behind 
� e God Delusion, has teamed up with 
fellow anti-religion writer Christopher 
Hitchens to mount a legal challenge 
against Pope Benedict XVI during his 
stay in September. � e pair have assem-
bled a team of top lawyers intent on see-
ing the Ponti�  arrested for ‘crimes against 
humanity’, in relation to his alleged cov-
ering up of incidents of child molestation 
in 1985. Benedict, now 84, was then Head 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, a Vatican body whose respon-
sibilities include dealing with child abuse 
cases. 

Hitchens told reporters: “� is man is 
not above or outside the law. � e insti-
tutionalised concealment of child rape 
is a crime under any law and demands 
not private ceremonies of repentance or 
church-funded payo� s, but justice and 
punishment.”

Pope Benedict intends to pay a state 
visit to the UK from 16th-19th Septem-
ber. In the meantime, Dawkins and Hitch-
ens are keen to see a case built against the 
Pope by barrister Geo� rey Robertson and 
solicitor Mark Stephens. Said Stephens, 
“� ere is every possibility of legal action 

against the Pope occurring” - intending to 
use the fact that the Vatican is not techni-
cally a UN recognised country to support 
claims that the Pope lacks diplomatic im-
munity. Stephens continued: “Geo� rey 
and I have both come to the view that the 
Vatican is not actually a state in interna-
tional law. It is not recognised by the UN, 
it does not have borders that are policed 
and its relations are not of a full diplo-
matic nature.” 

If this argument is accepted by UK 
courts, the group could ask the Crown 
Prosecution Service to bring o�  cial 
charges against the Ponti� . Alternatively, 
they could mount a civil case against 
him or refer the case to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court in � e Hague. 
Said Dawkins of the Pope: “� is is a man 
whose � rst instinct when his priests are 
caught with their pants down is to cover 
up the scandal and damn the young vic-
tims to silence.” 

� is comes as the Vatican � nds it-
self embroiled in growing controversy, 
sparked by allegations of institutionalised 
concealment of international child abuse 
scandals stretching back decades. Many 
feel that the church has handled the al-
legations, and the subsequent interna-
tional media frenzy increasingly poorly. 
� e Pope’s personal preacher was forced 
to apologise for comparing the revela-
tions to anti-Semitism, whilst a Cardinal 
has been criticised for claiming a link 
between paedophilia and homosexuality.

While legal action against a serving 
Pope would be an unprecedented occur-
rence, the case does bear some similarity 
to the arrest of former Chilean despot Au-
gusto Pinochet, who, during a 1998 visit 
to the UK was put under house arrest on 
charges of torture, murder, and conspir-
acy to commit torture. � e case went to 
the House of Lords; however the former 
dictator was eventually allowed to return 
to Chile.  Supporters and opposition alike 
will have to wait until September to see 
the outcome of this historical move.

Thom Flint

This is a man whose fi rst 
instinct is to cover up the 

scandal and damn the young 
victims

The end of 
the mpfree
Seren explores the impact of the much derid-

ed Digital Economy Bill

On the 8th April 2010 the Digital 
Economy Bill received the Royal 
Assent, meaning that it is now an 

Act of Parliament; a law of this country. 
For its entire run through the Parliamen-
tary system, this Bill has been criticised 
and deplored by the public, experts and 
even companies such as Google and Ya-
hoo, all the while the government intent 
on getting it passed. 

� e uproar surrounding the Bill is due 
to one of its main agendas - to establish 
stricter laws on copyrighted material be-
ing downloaded and shared over the in-
ternet. � is is a fair point, as the artists and 
companies that have created the material 
lose money because their copyrighted ma-
terial is being given out for free. � e � ip 
side of this is that some artists believe that 
as their music is spread for free, a greater 
audience will hear it and purchase other 
products such as merchandise or a ticket 
to a concert, therefore putting what mon-
ey they would have used to buy a single 
or album back into the industry. Building 
on this, campaigners against the Bill said 
that it was far too radical and thus needed 
greater discussion. 

� e law, as it now stands as of the 8th 
of April now means that internet users 
caught illegally downloading music and 
videos will be cut o� , and their names 
handed over to the copyright holders so 
that they can be sued for illegal use of their 
content. Internet service providers (BT, 
Talk Talk etc) could be forced to block 
sites which contain illegal material. � ose 
held accountable will be the account own-
ers. � is means that if someone, for what-
ever reason manages to use your wireless 
connection to illegally download any 

media will see your account blocked as a 
result of their actions. 

Any law which changes the social en-
vironment so drastically would normally 
take far longer to go through Parliament; 
Select Committee hearings and discus-
sions in the House of Commons lasting 
for months. � is Bill was rushed through 
in a ‘wash-up’ period in the Houses before 
the General Election closed Parliament, 

meaning that it 
did not receive 
as detailed an 
examination as 
other Bills do.

Over 20,000 people wrote to their 
MP’s in protest of the Bill’s content and its 
complexity. � e Bill was, and is now as a 
law, thrown together and political pundits 
have said that it will cause more problems 
in the long run as people try and apply it 
to the many varied situations that can, and 
will, occur on the internet.  Despite this, 

the Government has said “� e Digital 
Economy Bill has been extensively debat-
ed and scrutinised in the House of Lords, 
with seven days in Committee and three 
days in Report Stage”. � ey have claimed 
that articles of it were changed for the bet-
ter during the stated stages and that it will 
bene� t those who legally download music, 
as well as the artists.

� e key to this whole situation is the 

lack of 
public debate. � e internet is a public 
domain where people are, within certain 
limits, allowed to do whatever they want. 
� e Government suddenly changing that 
and ignoring all of the criticism is being 
viewed as yet another break in the trust 
the public puts into their MP’s.  On the 
� ip side however, those who download 
content for free are breaking the law and 
it is for the government to make sure that 
the law is enforced. 

For now we will have to live with the 
law when it comes into e� ect sometime 
later this year. � ere is no doubt, though, 
that the debate will continue - in Parlia-
ment, on the streets and in the online fo-
rums.

Luke Dobson

Such a familar sight for many students may now arise in frequent prosecution for breach of copyright N.B - If you are downloading Genesis you should be sued

“Some artists believe that a greater audience will hear it 
and purchase other merchandise or a ticket to a concert, 

putting money back into the industry”



General  

election 2010
...don't be 

bored, it's 
important.

62

349

210

The current number of 

constituency seats held by 

Conservatives, 

Labour & Liberal Democrats. 

In addition, 29 

seats are held by 

other parties. 

In the UK, we vote for a candidate 

in our constituency; the one we 

think will represent our constituency 

in the most effective manner, and 

for whose party we have the most 

regard for policies. The successful 

candidate is  simply the one who 

receives the more votes than any 

rival in their constituency. When 

the result in every constituency is 

known, the party that has won the 

largest number of constituencies 

will form the Government and 

the leader of the largest 

party will become the 

Prime Minister. This 

is known as the 

fi rst past the post 

voting system. 

A rumoured 

outcome this year is 

a hung Parliament, 

where no one party 

gains an outright majority of seats. 

Should this become reality in 2010, it will 

force a coalition government, made up 

of two or more political parties, making 

passing policy more diffi cult, a minority 

government or dissolution of Parliament. 

The latter is most likely, forcing the 

vote to be held again.

Those in favour of fi rst past the post 

argue that it is simple to understand, 

cost effective, and effi cient; results can 

be counted and corroborated hours after 

voting closes, meaning information can 

be relayed speedily. It is also the second 

most common voting system in the world 

after party lists.

Those against it however, argue that 

candidates can secure victory upon 

miniscule support – for 

example, only three 

MPs elected in 

2005 secured 

over 40% of 

their constituents’ votes. It also leads 

to two-party politics, and whilst this 

prevents extremist parties taking power, 

third parties such as the Liberal Democrats 

often complain of underrepresentation. 

Small constituencies have also led to 

a proliferation of safe seats; parties 

guaranteed re-election. 

Many have called for electoral 

reform and in 2010 Parliament voted 

in favour of a referendum on the system 

used by countries such as Canada: the 

alternative vote system (the one 

used in our very own 

Students’ Union 

elections). Until that 

referendum happens 

however, our general 

election votes will 

be subject to the 

fi rst past the post 

system.

How our voting 
system works

Here at Sere
n we're starting

 to wonder if matching ties 
are compulsory in th

is election?

It’s that time of the decade again, 

where we all get a chance to 

exert our democratic right and 

let our voices be heard. Of course, 

a single voice in a sea of millions of 

others tends to get drowned out, so 

it’s always nice when someone does 

the yelling for you. 

You may not know it, but as a 

student you are part of a population 

of 7 million with the same concerns 

as you in many areas. Increases to 

fees and funding for Universities 

are two of the most important areas 

to students and the National Union 

of Students is here to help. 

For this election they have 

created a pledge they are pushing 

for all candidates from all parties 

to sign – “I pledge to vote against 

any increase in fees in the next 

parliament and to pressure the 

government to introduce a fairer 

alternative”.
Students make up about 15% 

of the electorate, and yet far more 

pandering is done to the elderly 

than to us. Students don’t think they 

have a voice, but this is far from 

the truth. The NUS has launched 

their Vote For Students campaign 

along with their pledge. Email your 

local candidates (or better go to a 

hustings and ask them publicly) if 

they have or will sign the pledge – if 

not, why not? 
It couldn’t be easier for us to 

make our voices heard, so if you 

don’t vote, you can’t complain. 

Jez Harvey

VOTE AGAINST AN
increase in fees

live in Uni halls? you're Automatically registered to vote here in bangor



Labour
Student Policies

Student Policies

Student Policies

criticisms

criticisms

criticisms

a word with Alun Pugh, arfon candidate

a word with Robin Millar, arfon candidate

a word with Sarah Green, arfon candidate

• 50% of 18-24 year olds 
in higher education.

• By 2020, 40% of jobs in UK 
economy fi lled by graduates.

• 20,000 extra undergrad places 
for 2010/2011.

• 20,000 additional prostgrad 
places for 2010/2011.

• 10,000 extra undergrad places 
for 2010/2011.

• Early repayment bonuses 
on student loans.

• 'Brazenly elitist' PGCE admissions 
system, with no fi nantial support 
for graduates wishing to apply 
with a degree grade lower than 
a 2:2, to make teaching a 'noble 

profession'.

• LD are the only major national 
party who believe in free education 
& are dedicated to making this a 

reality.

• Scrapping tuition fees for fi rst 
degrees.

• Expanding British participation in 
international student exchange 

programmes, such as ERASMUS.

• The Liberal Democrats claim the 
Tories will target the education 
budget for cuts, which will mean 
fewer teachers and larger class 
sizes, and no budget to pay a 
'noble' wage. 

• No commitment to lowering fees 
or reviewing the current system of 
loans for the benefi t of students. 

• Leader Nick Clegg recently 
admitted that their fees plan 
couldn't be delivered in one 
Parliamentary term, making this a 
very open-ended commitment.

• Labour have claimed Liberal 
Democrats plan to make 'savage 
cuts' to front-line public services 
to fulfi ll some of these education 
promises.

• Commons watchdog reported that 
there is little to show for the £392 
million spent on attracting poorer 

students to University.

• High graduate unemployment rate 
during Labour's time in power.

• Labour introduced top-up fees  & 
have no plans to abolish them, in 
fact they may rise under Labour.

How would you seek to support 
student interests in Bangor? 
 My wife is a BU graduate, so 
I'm familiar with the town and gown 
debate. Having so many students is 
a huge effort and the needs of both 
long term locals and medium term 
students need to be balanced. A lack 
of planning with regard to this can 
lead to unnecessary tensions.
 

How would you seek to support 
student interests in Bangor? 
 Housing is a real issue and I 
would encourage Gwynedd Council to 
have stricter regulations for landlords 
to ensure tenants get a fair deal and a 
decent standard of housing.   
How would you tackle tensions 
between town & gown?

Through supporting and promoting 
the Love Bangor and Bangor Pride 

How would you seek to support 
student interests in Bangor? 
 First, it goes without saying that 
a stronger private sector will produce 
a better university for all sorts of 
reasons. Encouraging students to 
remain after graduation is vital to our 
economy and your prospects.  
 How would you tackle tensions 
between town & gown?

It is the job of the local residents 

How would you tackle these 
tensions?

I'd like to see more students 
using their voting presence in local 
council elections. I see no reason why 
undergraduate and graduate students 
shouldn't be members of Gwynedd 
Council; representing a ward with a 
high student population. I'm keen to 
ensure student voices are represented.

Would you support student-led 

initiatives. In addition, I would seek 
to hold regular advice surgeries on 
campus if elected, I would also be keen 
to introduce Facebook advice surgeries 
via the ‘chat’ facility on Facebook.We 
will only know what issues matter to 
you if we ask!

What will be done to ensure 
students remain a key part of the 
new Pontio project?

There will inevitably be disruption 

to embrace students and provide a 
welcome. Only then will students 
want to invest more time and stay in 
Bangor following their studies. Welsh 
hospitality could be so important to 
those who are visiting and far from 
home, building important connections 
to the rest of the world.

What will be done to ensure 
students remain a key part of the 
new Pontio project?

projects such as Love Bangor? 
How would you develop them?

I certainly want to use my infl uence 
to foster good community relations. 
This isn’t a new issue for me; my fi rst 
elected offi ce was as a Students’ Union 
President. Matters such as student 
housing, late night opening of catering 
facilities and pubs and clubs were 
issues then, and they are still issues 
today.

to the student body during the 
development of the site and it's vital 
that students are not only informed 
about every stage of the project but 
are fully involved. Students should be 
consulted about the plans that are to 
be submitted to Gwynedd Council. This 
is the most signifi cant development 
in many years for Bangor and for the 
student body and the University must 
get it right.  To ensure this, students 
must play a crucial role.

People want change and building 
a stronger Arfon means inspiring the 
community. I am nervous that this 
should have a longer life than Theatr 
Gwynedd. I remember when that 
was conceived and built - and even 
performed there on stage as a child! 
Involving students is key to gain 
their ownership of the project. It is 
students who will bring the ideas and 
fresh vision for the future and help in 
"adeiladu Arfon".

conservative

Liberal democrats

Student Policies

Student Policies

criticisms

criticisms

a word with Hywel Williams, arfon candidate
• Responsible for the refusal to 
implement top-up fees for Welsh 
students studying in Welsh unis. 

The party implemented funding for 
an annual subsidy of £1940 per 
year to Welsh nationals at Welsh 

institutions.

• Oppose fees, top-up fees and the 
marketisation of Higher Education. 

• Abolishing tuition fees and as a result student 
loans. In the short term costs would be 

covered by grants for living costs.

• The party recognise comparable degrees from 
institutions vary in standards; consistency 
in external accreditation systems would be 

sought. 

• A review launched last year of 
Welsh institutions, the likely 
outcome being that top-up fees 
will be implemented, and grants of 
up to £6000 awarded annually to 
the most needy. 

• A great deal of their policies focus 
on the main aim of strengthening 
the Welsh assembly, arguably 
neglecting other key policy areas.

• Their policies are based (unsurprisingly) 
largely around sustainable development 
and environmental protections, which has 
led some to condemn them as a one-trick 
pony, with little real substantial policy 
outside of environmental issues

How would you seek to support 
student interests in Bangor? 
 I oppose an uncontrolled growth 
in fees. I would also press for proper 
funding for the university – the Welsh 
university funding gap is reckoned 
to be £62 million pa; this needs to 
be rectifi ed   
 How would you tackle tensions 
between town & gown?

There needs to be dialogue as 

well as action.  Local people feel 
neglected whilst the growth of 
student numbers seems to march on. 
Improving local housing, developing 
local facilities, and improving the 
very look of the city will I think lead 
to changes in attitudes toward the 
university and to students.  
 What will be done to ensure 
students remain a key part of the 
new Pontio project?

The loss of Theatr Gwynedd (and the 
cinema - to student fl ats!!) is keenly 
felt by the local community. Conversly 
Pontio and the new arts development 
will go a long way to re-establish the 
value of the University to the local 
community. As far as I understand 
Pontio is an ongoing process as well 
as a project with a fi nal outcome. 
Students can be actively involved - 
now!

plaid cymru

green party
Student Policies criticisms

• Cutting back on the number of universities, on 
the assumption that Labour’s target for 50% 

of young people in HE is harmful. UKIP believe 
that it is a fallacy that a degree will inevitably 

result in career success and prosperity.

•  A minority party, despite recent 
successes, it will likely never see inside No 
10. It has also been accused of harbouring 
racist and exclusive ideals. Withdrawal 
from the EU, the party’s focus point, is 
also highly unlikely, even if the party were 
to come to power such a move is no longer 
economically viable. 

ukip

725 parliamentary candidates have signed the NUS Vote For Students pledge to vote against a 
hike in top-up fees if elected. More than 175 Labour and 300 Liberal Democrat candidates have 
signed, but only 10 Conservative candidates have signed up.�"We are determined to hold parliamentary candidates to account, and help students in 

every constituency to understand which of those candidates is prepared to back student 
interests � on the record, and on a clear promise."�

- wes streeting, nus presidentfi nd out more at: voteforstudents.co.uk
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You may have seen the cartoon 
from the infamous XKCD on-
line comic depicting a stick 

man on a computer who feels morally 
obliged to stay furiously tapping away 
at the keyboard because “someone is 
wrong on the internet”. I myself saw it, 
laughed and thought “I know someone 
like that”. More and more I’m coming 
to realise, it is also me, it’s most of my 
friends and dear reader, it’s probably 
you too. 

I’ve observed as others crack out 
their e-degrees and start punching 
holes in other people’s shakey miscon-
ceptions and poorly punctuated big-
otry.

Recently I’ve declined from engag-

ing in these online exchanges because 
the con� ict is too much for my internet 
karma, however I recently read some-
thing which saw, got and ran away with 
my proverbial goat.

� e facebook group “Kick Coca 
Cola Out Of Bangor University” is a 
group set up by active students with 
strong enough convictions to try and 
make a positive change in their envi-
ronment.

Whether you agree with the groups 
message or not is irrelevant at this 
point. People joined the group to say 
they disagreed with its aim, I’m not re-
ally into that but again; it’s not relevant. 
What is relevant is the unintelligence 
some of these conscientious objectors 
proliferate.

One pioneer of ineptitude called 
Coke “� zzy goodness”. I don’t think 
anyone, ever, in the history of nutri-
tional awareness (let alone conglomer-
ate advertising) has ever called a sugary 
carbonated drink “good”. 

“But Coke taste good”…monkey 
scratches head…”campaign against 
water, disgusting stu� ” yes those 
third world villages which are suppos-
edly being regularly droughted by the 
economic giant probably agree. Who 

needs water anyway?
And then, one or two people like to 

crack out the big guns. Nothing throws 
an enlightening discussion into disar-
ray like the matter of irrelevance. Now 
I can be 100% sure the guilty student 
in this case is not reading this because 
if he had ever come within 5 feet of 
Seren he’d have known all about how 
unfounded his argument was. Calling 
it “pathetic” to campaign against Coke, 
he suggested campaigning for a decent 
nightclub. Perhaps if he’d ever picked 
up a copy of Seren he’d be aware of the 
somewhat exciting interim social pro-
visions.

� ese kinds of debating fails are 
omnipresent.

I’m not trying to support the group 
or publicly embarrass anyone involved 
with it (although a fair few deserve it). 
I’m trying to protect the art of a good 
old fashioned argument, one which 
makes sense and has a point which will 
reach some form of intellectual out-
come.

� ose who base their arguments on 
pure self-indulgent and socially uncon-
scious consumerism are about as deep 
as the bowl of corn� akes I’m about to 
drown myself in with despair at how 
unendingly inadequate these brain-
washed idiots are. 

� eir incompetent and ine� ective 
tools for discussion make my grey 
matter ache at the thought of another 
uninformed exchange. My message 
to them is simple: Pull your head out 
from where it is evidently lodged and 
use your brain to process information 
which might make the drivel you spout 
a) comprehensive and b) worth the 
time it takes to process because right 
now, it is neither of the two and this 
cereal bowl of � nality is looking much 
more appealing than engaging in a bat-
tle of mind vs moronity with you.

Georgia Mannion

My only friend, the end

Kick idiots 
out of Bangor 

University

“I’m about to drown myself in with despair 
at how unendingly inadequate these brain-

washed idiots are”

April 1st is a very important anni-
versary; I would like to take a mo-
ment to explain why.

Ian Tomlinson was walking home from 
work, through Central London. He passed 
through � readneedle Street and Royal 
Exchange Avenue, where a public environ-
mental protest was taking place - the G20 
Protest. 

As he walked past the corner of these 
two roads, he was greeted by a line of 
police o�  cers patrolling the protest. Ian 
Tomlinson continued walking, he was not 
protesting, breaking any laws, causing any 
trouble. Ian was then grabbed from behind 
by a police o�  cer, who charged forward 
and pushed him onto his le�  side. � e of-
� cer went on to strike him repeatedly with 
a baton, whist Ian tried to scramble away 
to safety. 

Eventually, Ian stood up and stumbled 

away, swaying from side to side, unable to 
retain his balance. Police o�  cers followed 
him for 50 yards. He then tried to escape 
the protests by turning down � readnee-
dle Street, but the road was blocked by 
police cordons, meaning Ian had to return 
back in the direction from which he came.

Here, Ian was met by the same group 
of police o�  cers, who were equipped with 
riot gear and dog handlers and who began 
walking closely behind him. An eyewit-
ness heard him tell the o�  cers “I want to 
go home, I live down there. I’m trying to 
get home.”A� er this, a police o�  cer lunged 
forwards at Ian, swinging his baton up to 
head height before beating Ian across the 
back of the legs with force. � e same of-
� cer then shoved Ian from behind, caus-
ing him to crash face forwards onto the 
ground, scraping his forehead along the 
pavement. 

Ian remained on the pavement for sev-
eral minutes. Not one of the 10-15 o�  cers 
in the vicinity attempted to help him. Ian 
was eventually assisted by a protestor and 
walked 200 feet across the road. He then 
collapsed. He was helped by news report-
ers in the area who tried to administer � rst 
aid and rang an ambulance. By the time he 
reached hospital, Ian Tomlinson was dead. 

To this date, not one person has been 
held responsible for the death of this in-
nocent man. 

So, I ask you to spare a thought for 
Ian when you’re on your way home and 
while you’re there, really consider what 
the above incident means for our society, 
government and police force. It’s quite ter-
rifying really, and pretty disgusting

Jo Caulfield

Who killed Ian 
Tomlinson?

Luke Dobson investi-
gates which political 
party has your rights 
at heart

As the campaign machines of the 
political parties are smiling, prom-
ising and debating their way to 

May 6th, the LGBT members of the elec-
torate have no doubt been wondering how 
the Parties rest on issues of equality, pro-
tection and unity. LGBT students are no 
di� erent and this is aimed as an overview 
of how each of the three main parties work 
for our rights.

It is a well known fact that the Labour 
Party has done a vast amount of work over 
their last thirteen years in power to ensure 
British law has entered the world of mod-
ern thought. Equalising the age of consent, 
repealing Section 28, allowing gay couples 
to adopt and enter into a civil partnership; 
all of these were passed under the Labour 
government and all of them have improved 
the lives of those concerned immeasurably. 
Yet there are still issues that have fallen by 
the wayside such as the lifetime ban placed 
upon gay men so that they can never give 
blood and the rather contentious issue of 
same sex marriages. Maybe Labour has 
run out of steam with its � ght on LGBT 
issues as there are certainly no signs in 
their manifesto that we are a priority. � eir 
contribution to the world we know today 
though, cannot be forgotten .

� e Conservatives have never been a 
popular party with the majority of LGBT 
people. � e introduction of Section 28 in 
the 1980’s did more damage to the progress 
of equality than any other piece of legisla-
tion in known history and their voting 
record is, frankly, shameful. However, 
David Cameron has stated time and again 
that the party has � nally modernised with 
regards to LGBT rights, with the LGBTory 
group being established in the last decade 
and even several Tory MP’s  actually com-
ing out and declaring that the old Tory 
Party ideologies were just that, old. Yet this 
claim has begun to stumble recently a� er 
Mr Cameron expressed ignorance over 
how his MEP’s have voted against LGBT 
issues in Brussels. Add to this, reports of 
Conservative councillors and candidates 
publicly, if accidentally, being homopho-
bic and the image of a modern Party is 
failing fast. In an attempt to reclaim their 
ground, a press conference was called in 
which greater equality was promised. Pe-
ter Tatchell, the famous LGBT activist, said 
of the Party a� er the press conference that 
they were “full of good intentions but very 
weak on very speci� c gay rights policies. 
� e best [they] could do on gay marriage 
was say [they] would consider it." 

� ey have never been in power yet 
the Liberal Democrats have the best vot-
ing record on the Acts that have passed 
through Parliament. As the Party of lib-
erality they have, obviously, always been 
involved in the � ght to gain LGBT rights 
and they have stated that they will � ght 
for same sex marriage because “it is im-
possible to claim gay and straight couples 
are treated equally until then.” In spite of 
this, there is the fact that they have never 
even been in opposition. A party which 
has been out of power for so long can � nd 
it easy to make promises which could be 
a far greater challenge to achieve than 
when they were campaigning. If there is a 
Party which can deliver on promises to the 
LGBT community, though, it would seem 
that the Liberal Democrats could follow 
Labour’s decade plus work on equality.

� is is only a very short and simple 
presentation of the major Parties LGBT 
policies. I urge you to read even just a little 
deeper into theirs and other Parties poli-
cies. � e website www.mygayvote.co.uk 
is a concise source of each of the Parties 
voting records on LGBT matters; see some 
examples below. 

Whatever you do, however you de� ne 
yourself, please vote.  

A sudden increase in e-tard activ-
ity drives one reporter to the brink

Preventing people from 
being discriminated against 
because they’re gay.

Equality ActEqual Adoption 
rights
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It is probably safe to make the 
generalisation that in Britain 
we like to think of ourselves 

as a democratic nation dedicated 
to freedom and civil liberties, 
but after the national elections 
which party will ensure that your 
basic civil liberties are protected? 
It might be worth considering 
fi rst how free we actually are.
According to The National Council of 

Civil Liberties “the UK is 
the world leader in 
video and digital 

surveillance...
Britain is 

monitored by over 
4.5 million CCTV cameras.” This 
means that there is approximately 
one camera for every fourteen people 
in Britain; we are considered to be 
the most surveilled country in the 
Western industrial world. The Home 
Offi ce spends large amounts of its 
budget on CCTV, with the argument 
that it is for crime reduction, but 

compared to other countries, who 
have far less security cameras, we 
have comparable crime rates. The 
widespread use of CCTV cameras, of 
which there is little formal regulation, 
would seem to contradict Article 8 
of the Human Rights Act: “The right 
to respect for private and family life, 
home and correspondence.” 

The police seem to be gaining more 

p o w e r 
to close down public 

events and restrict the 
right to protest. The last free open-

air festival, Strawberry Fields Fair in 
Cambridge, has been forced to cancel 
because “music and dancing leads to 
drug taking” according to the police. 
Last summer The Big Green Gathering 
was forced to cancel by Mendip District 
Council and the local police, they cited 
the potential for crime and disorder. 
The latter of these events did a great 
deal to teach people about sustainable 
living and also created an open forum 
where topics such as civil-liberties, 
eco-living and anti-militancy could be 
discussed. Everyone will remember 
the violent kettling of otherwise 
peaceful protesters during the G20 
protests. During a memorial protest 
for Ian Tomlinson on April 2nd 2009 
Sergeant Delroy Smellie viciously 
attacked Nicola Fisher, an animal 

rights activist, and has since been 
acquitted despite clear video evidence 
that shows him hitting the protestor 
in the face and taking a baton to her 
legs.

In reaction to the economic 
recession, the main political parties 
are proposing public spending cuts 
when that is the exact opposite of 
what is needed. The economist Ann 
Pettifor has shown that government 
spending pays for itself.  “Rebooting” 
the economy was how Keynes helped 
Britain out 
of the last 
comparable 
recession in 
the 1930s 
- the tax 
r e v e n u e s 
and jobs it created helped pay for the 
government debt. More spending cuts 
means a rise in unemployment, falling 
wages, rocketing bankruptcies and 
defl ation (which increases the cost 
of debt).  When poverty increases, 
freedom decreases. In the words of 
Tony Benn: “if you are shackled with 
debt you don’t have the freedom to 
choose.” 

If the Labour government wins the 
next election it wants to implement 
an ID card scheme and a National 
Identity Register that will be “the 
world’s biggest biometric database, 
holding 52 pieces of information on 
every adult who remains in the UK.” 
This is another waste of public money 
and an infringement on our right to 
privacy and the right to not be unjustly 
persecuted by the state. 

It seems that Labour aren’t going 
to be champions of modern liberty. 
The other main contenders for number 
10 are the Conservatives who want to 
lower taxes, cut public spending and 

implement even more privatisation; 
giving more power to the corporations 
and the private sector who dragged 
us into the current economic crisis. 
This will not guarantee freedom. 
Privatisation eats up public space; it 
puts profi t ahead of people’s needs; it 
drains jobs and money from the public 
sector; and it reduces the power of 
trade unions, which in turn produces 
a lowering of wages and working 
conditions. As we should have learned 
from the 80s, privatisation does not 

mean greater 
freedom, it 
means the 
wealthy get 
w e a l t h i e r , 
while the poor 
get poorer. 

All this is not to discourage people 
from voting, it is important we do 
our best to keep certain parties from 
gaining power in this country (that is 
not to say they don’t have the right 
to exist) and help the smaller parties, 
such as The Green Party, grow. 

The public need to understand 
that change comes from the bottom, 
from grassroots organisations and 
collectives protesting and petitioning. 
The need to use your democratic voice 
has never been greater. If you want to 
keep the freedoms you already have 
and fi ght for the ones you don’t, then 
collective dissent is the key; dissent 
against governments and against 
unjust hierarchical structures, like 
private corporations, is what needs to 
be embraced. With a small amount of 
real hope, change will come.

Nick Major discusses which party will lead us away from being a nation of 
surveillance

If you were a librarian and 
recorded the average  response 
of people walking into the library 

and seeing the new Santander 
bank for the fi rst time, it would 
probably be a double take, followed 
by a stunned statement like “what 
the f***. That’s mad, that is. ” 
This would not necessarily be a 
statement of anger, more of passing 
incredulity. Having then shrugged 
and gone off to fi ll up on Chomsky 
and Proust in the reading rooms, 

they would be consoled, if they 
cared to ponder on it any further, 
with the knowledge that the bank 
will surely not dare sway any of the 
library’s actual running decisions.

Santander surely wouldn’t 
infl uence the library catalogue by 
insisting the management stock a 
1:1 student-to-book ratio of Lewis 
Hamilton’s new Biography. Nor 
would they have any actual effect 
on the outcome of independent 
learning that takes place there. And 
that, I suppose, is the point for the 
University.

 If Santander have offered 
millions, as we can only assume, to 
a University who’s fi nancial troubles 
mean they can’t even fulfi ll the 
rights for pensions to many of their 
own staff and who’s cutbacks may 

sadly result in the closing down 

of several departments in the near 
future, this fi nancial opportunity 
must have seemed too tempting 
to turn down.  Certain realities, 
such as government cutbacks to 
university founding perhaps make 
it justifi able for the university 
to bruise its library’s image as a 
paragon of independent learning in 
order to continue its services.

 Like the Santander’s 
advertisement mascot, Lewis 
Hamilton, this may turn out to be 

a fi nancially successful enterprise 
that Bangor can’t do without. But 
the analogy of Hamilton is a fraught 
one and comes with a warning, for 
as successful as he is at generating 
money, he is also widely viewed as a 
morally dubious cheat who has run 
off to Switzerland to cuddle his nine 
fi gure salary – tax free.  Finance 
requires a trade off with principles.

Having a bank at a public 
institution such as this will inevitably 
infl uence its environment. This bank 
will not necessarily be inimical to 
academic learning, but it can’t help 
but taint its environment. As Marx 
said, humans create their material 
environment in which they live and 
work in, and this, in turn determines 
their very consciousness.

“Finance requires a trade off with 
principles”She's done one of those 

"revealing interviews" with a 
tabloid, in this case The News 

of the World. Now, in the midst of all 
the other ridiculous things she has 
done that make her look a pathetic 
caricature of humanity – drug binges, 
being an unfi t parent, Atomic Kitten 
– a mere tabloid interview might not 
seem so bad, right? Wrong. 

Katona is using her failures to 
make even more money. At the risk 
of sounding cliché, many people 
work hard for the money they have 
and struggle to put food on the table 
for their families. On the other hand, 
Katona lived a popstar lifestyle for a 
few years, apparently got a celebrity 
husband, got multiple TV contracts, 
all that stuff... and then she frittered 
away her money on drugs and 
alcohol. To top it all off, her £1.5 
million home in the heart of leafy 
Cheshire is being repossessed. You’d 

almost feel sorry for her if it wasn’t 
for the fact that she smoke and drank 
during her many pregnancies, or that 
whole embarassing Atomic Kitten 
thing.

So now we have this News of the 
World interview. Now the public loves 
a good car crash. There’s something 
oddly fi xating about it. You know, like 
watching the England Football team in 
the McClaren era – fans couldn’t tear 
themselves away from the carnage, 
even if the team was fi lled with 
overpaid Steven Gerrards and Wayne 
Rooneys, even if it was managed by 
a clown. But at least they don’t get 
paid much for their England team 
duties. There will be many who loathe 
Katona and everything she stands for 
– a horrendous tabloid culture that 
does not rest even when the subject 
has been ground into the dust – but 
will buy this paper and read her 
interview, purely because of the car 

crash factor. Where’s a portion of that 
money going? Right to Katona. Now, 
she says she’s undergoing weekly 
drug tests and is clean now, looking 
to get her life back on track and all 
that. Give us a break. If in a year she 
is still clean and with a career worth 
talking about (something more than 
just those bloody Iceland adverts, 
I mean), then I’ll eat my hat. And 
by that I of course mean a novelty, 
chocolate hat.

Katona apologists (do such people 
exist?) might want to glorify her 
story as an inspiring one in the face 
of adversity. But this is an adversity 
she has imposed upon herself, and it 
wouldn’t be so bad if it was just her. 
Unfortunately not, though, as this 
is a woman who smoked and drank 
repeatedly while pregnant. Ladies 
and gentlemen, I give you the heroic 
Kerry Katona. 

All hail Queen Kez
Homan Yousofi  asks what opening a 
bank in our library might do for us

Santan-daring?

“Change comes from the 
bottom, from grassroots 

organisations”

After a few years of trying to ignore Kerry Katona I’ve fi nally 
reached the end of my tether 

The Politics of Freedom

Matt Cox
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O
ur University and Students’ 

Union will shortly be teaming 

up with Bangor Pride to mount 

one of the largest clean-up campaigns 

to attack rubbish problems affecting 

city streets, particularly the traditional 

end-of-term clear-outs.

The multi-media initiative is being 

organised to inform students about 

the importance of putting out their 

rubbish on the correct collection day.

Spencer George, Deputy President 

of Students Union and part of Bangor 

Pride said:  “Our new campaign will 

be called ‘Get it Out for Bangor’ 

‘Allan â fo er mwyn Bangor’ with the 

inaugural theme - ‘Give Rubbish the 

Chop’ ‘Sbydwch y sbwriel’. Posing 

as all-action-heroes the sabbatical 

offi cer team will feature in movie-

style posters and publicity material 

championing the need to put out 

end of term rubbish on the right day 

for collection. We hope the initial 

teaser campaign will really excite and 

intrigue students so that they get 

involved with the clean-up.”

John Jackson, President of 

Bangor University Students Union 

said: “We take our part in the wider 

Bangor community very seriously 

and we are working closely with the 

University, Gwynedd Council and 

other Bangor Pride partners to launch 

this vital initiative.  We aim to make 

a big difference this year and a very 

positive impact in improving our local 

environment.”

Peter Simpson, Street Scene 

Manager of Gwynedd Council said of 

the project - which is supported by 

a Welsh Assembly Government Local 

Environmental Quality Improvement 

Grant for 2009-10:

“It is hugely encouraging to see 

the University and especially the 

Students’ Union taking the lead and 

working closely with us to create 

and implement this imaginative new 

approach in tackling waste issues and 

encouraging recycling in the student 

areas of Bangor.”   

This project is supported by a 

Welsh Assembly Government Local 

Environmental Quality Improvement 

Grant for 2009-10

Get it out for Bangor!
Union joins campaign to clean up our streets

It is time for the Bangor Students 

Union Annual General Meeting 

and we want you to be there!

The Annual General Meeting is 

effectively the sovereign body of 

the Union – all students have a vote 

here and there has to be a minimum 

of 150 students present for the 

meetings to go ahead in order to 

ensure a minimally representative 

group of people. The AGM passes 

and ratifi es all policy and oversees 

all the work of Student Union Senate 

and the Board of Trustees from the 

past year.
A lot of work has already been 

done this academic year by the 

Senate, the Union Committees and 

the Sabbatical Offi cers and this is 

your chance to hear what they have 

to say and tell them what you think 

and want in the future.

There will also be a chance at this 

meeting to vote in the Senator and 

Trustee elections. These are very 

important elections as the Trustees 

are responsible for ensuring that 

the Union is run effi ciently and 

the Senators are the people who 

represent you at Senate meetings 

and vote on policy that the SU has to 

follow. For updates on the elections 

and the candidates visit http://www.

bangorstudents.com/elections. 

The agenda for the AGM will be 

available online at least 24 hours 

before the meeting at http://

www.bangorstudents.com/dem/

committees.asp. This is where all the 

minutes from the previous General 

Meetings and from all Senate 

meetings. Please take the chance to 

read the minutes before the meeting 

as only a limited number of copies 

will be available on the night. 

The meeting takes place in Time 

on Tuesday 27th April 10. Doors 

open at 6.00pm and the meeting will 

start at 6.45pm.

The bar will be open for 

refreshments throughout the 

meeting.

Look forward to seeing you there!

Union’s AGM - 27th April 2010Democracy in action...

The heats have been held, it’s now time for the Bangor’s 
Got Talent 2010 Final! From dance acts and a drummer, to 
individual musicians and singers, this will be an event not 
to miss. On the night, there will be £100 up for grabs for 
the act receiving the most votes from the audience, 
so make sure you turn up to support your favourite! Amser/
Time will play host to the night on which entry is only £1 or 
free with Love Bangor!

It’s going to be BIG!

Wednesday 21st April
Amser / Time

8 pm (doors 7:30)
FREE ENTRY WITH 

LOVE BANGOR
£1 without

Give it a go to
Chester Zoo!

As part of Give it Another Go week, the 

Union is running a trip to Chester Zoo (zoo, 

zoo) and you can come too (too, too)! See 

what we did there? Brilliant, aren’t we. Details 

below:

Time: Pick up outside the Union at   

 8.45am, back at approx 5.00pm

Venue: Chester Zoo, Chester

Price: £15.00 per person
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This year Willow is breaking free from the confi nes of Bangor to bring you reports from places as exotic as Llandudno and Anglesey. So we think you’ll agree that this year promises to be an even better one than the last.

D
espite having lived in 

Llandudno for quite a few 

years I had never taken the 

opportunity to visit the Copper 

Mines on Llandudno’s great Orme 

which has been described as one of 

the most astounding archaeological 

discoveries of recent times!

Admission fees are £6 and there is 

sadly no student discount. The mines 

are open from March to October, like 

many local attractions, so now is the 

time to get visiting. The mines were 

uncovered in 1987 and have since 

been turned into a privately owned 

tourist attraction. They date back 

4,000 years to the Bronze age and 

over the years archaeologists kept 

discovering more and more tunnels, 

caverns and areas of the surface 

to reveal what is thought to be the 

largest pre-historic mine... in the 

world! I cannot believe that such an 

archaeological fi nding has been on 

my door step the whole time and I 

had not been to visit it.

A hard hat must be worn on the 

tour, which is always fun, and the 

tour takes about forty minutes. The 

tour consists of two videos which 

show the history of the mines and 

how Copper was extracted from 

the tunnel and smelted into Copper 

metal for export. The self-guided 

tour of the mine tunnels gives a 

sense of the diffi cult conditions that 

the miners worked in (there were 

no Trade Unions in those days). 

Sensible shoes and warm clothing 

should be worn... unlike my pumps 

leggings and sunglasses. Why did 

I decide to wear sunglasses to a 

mine tour..? The tour is also not 

advisable if you are claustrophobic. 

Excavations of the surface are still 

going on and it is exciting to wonder 

what they will uncover next. There 

is also a little gift shop, second hand 

book shop and cafe at the site.

With such an archaeological fi nd 

at our door step the mines are well 

worth a visit and are really not 

advertised enough. 

The largest pre-historic mine... in the world!

Dinorwig Power Station is an 
engineering marvel which I still 
can’t quite get my head around. As the tourist season is beginning now is the perfect time to visit these attractions and it also opens your eyes to energy consumption.

Electric Mountain is located in Llanberis, tours cost £7.50 (again sadly no student discount) and pre-booking is advised, as I did when I asked ‘what time are there no kids on the tour?’ Regulations are quite strict and unfortunately no cameras were allowed. The Power station opened in 1984 following an immense project to open the power station in the most environmentally friendly way 

possible. Video clips show rare fi sh being relocated into new habitats and fl owers being planted. However they do not show clips of the mountain face being blasted apart by dynamite. No doubt Dinorwig Power Station is regarded as one of the world’s most imaginative engineering and environmental project, its capability is recognised across the World and it is also the largest scheme of 

this kind in Europe. Elidir Mountain 
is perfect for a Hydro-Electric 
power station due to the positions 
of the reservoirs Machlyn Mawr 
and Llyn Peris and the height of 
the mountain. I think that it works 
by water running down a vertical 
tunnel from Machlyn Mawr. When 
the valves are turned on the water 
generates the turbines and this 
somehow creates electricity which 
is sold to the national grid. I should 
know this after doing GCSE physics 
but I don’t think I was listening in 
class that day. The water is then 
stored in Llyn Peris at the bottom and is pumped back up to Machlyn Mawr 

at night when electricity is cheaper. The Power Station actually uses more energy pumping the water back up than it makes during the day. The advantage of this power station is that it is effective at creating rapid response electricity and is governed by World Cup fi nals, Coronation Street and making tea during the adverts!
Tours last for about an hour, and the 

b u s 
takes you into a couple of the many tunnels inside the Mountain. Again hard 

hats must be worn and it is also advised not to take this tour if you suffer from claustrophobia. On the tour you get to see the generators. When I was in primary school I also went on this tour and have a memory of being told that every time anyone made a cup of tea the valve would open to generate energy, I was baffl ed at how the valve would open so many times as people make lots of 

cups of tea in the 
day, but this time I have found out that this is not how it works!

This tour is well worth a visit and is something different to do if you fancy getting out of Bangor for the day. It really opens your eyes to where our energy comes from and makes you think twice about wasting it. 

The electricity is governed by World Cup fi nals, Coronation Street and making tea during the adverts!
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Marketing and sales is a big job and we need lots of people.  If you are interested in helping please email headofmarketing@stormfm.com this could be the step you need to becoming more involved in Stormfm Bangor’s student sound. 

This new chart show will be hosted 

by Gym and Ash and is due to start 

on the 24th April from 6-7PM giving 

you the latest run down of this week’s 

chart  and they’re hopeful favourites 

for next weeks. They want your 

opinion on the fresh new hits so get 

involved. 

Student Volunteering Bangor has 
recently achieved the Investing 
in Volunteers quality standard, in 

recognition of the excellent work they 
do with volunteers.

Helen Munro, Student Volunteering 
Bangor Manager said she was delighted 
with the award which highlights the 
achievements of the organisation over 
the last 2 years.

Investing in Volunteers is  the UK 
quality standard for organisations 
involving volunteers.   It aims to 
improve the quality of volunteering 
experience for volunteers and to 
encourage organisations to better 
recognise the enormous contribution 
made by volunteers.  Investing in 
Volunteers is managed by the UK 
Volunteering Forum and delivered 
in Wales by the Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action. 

Student Volunteering Bangor was 
assessed against a range of best 
practice standards and proved to 
excel in all aspects of working with its 
volunteers.

“It’s taken us two years to achieve 
this award so we are incredibly happy 
that so much work is fi nally paying 
off. We feel very pleased that Student 
Volunteering Bangor, which contributes 
over 400 hours of voluntary work 
into the local community each week, 
can now do so with the knowledge 
and confi dence that all our practices 
and procedures are up to a national 
standard ” added Helen Munro.

Student Volunteering Bangor has 
over 200 volunteers working on 16 
community projects which includes 
after school and weekend children’s 
clubs, afternoon trips out for pensioners 
at the weekends, recreational activity 
evenings at the Hergest Unit, beach 
and city clean ups, fundraising for local 
charities and various other projects in 
partnership with the Red Cross, Dragon 
Sports, National Offender Management 
Service and Contact the Elderly.

Ah Nightline… The service 
provided by students for 
students, and whose number 

can be found on the back of your 
student identity card. 

That information, and the 
colourful posters up in the Wheldon, 
with catchy lines from movies on 
them, is probably the closest most 
students ever get to Nightline and 
what it does. For others though, 
things are very different, because 
once Nightline gets into your life, it’s 
never going to be the same, whether 
you choose to sign up and volunteer, 
or whether you simply decide to use 
the service rather than be a part 
of it. Doing shifts is a delight, and 
giving people what they need gives 
you that warm fuzzy feeling that only 
volunteering can give. On the other 
side, having someone there to listen 
without judging when you need it 
the most, or having an information 
service specifi cally made for your 
needs (as a Bangor University 
student), could be exactly what the 
doctor ordered.

Coming to university, I didn’t 
have a clue what Nightline was or 
what it did, so I signed up to them 
at their stand at Serendipity. It was 
more out of excitement of being in 
a new environment, buzzing with 
potential activities, rather than 
actual knowledge of the service. 
But things changed when I got the 
e-mail inviting me to be interviewed 
as a potential Nightline volunteer. A 
friendly interview later, and I was 
on my way to the training process, 
a whole weekend of training me into 
a suitable listener for the service. 
For a prospective caller, this sounds 
brilliant, because it means that 
the volunteers know what they 

are doing when they answer the 
phone. They know the principles 
(found on the Nightline website) and 
stick to them, ensuring all callers a 
friendly non-advice listening service 
which is absolutely confi dential and 
anonymous. Plus they also know 
everything there is to know about 
living in Bangor and being a student 
at university, so they can provide any 
numbers or information a student 
may need. But for a prospective 
volunteer, which I was, a whole 
weekend of training can sound like 
a big commitment. So it was not 
without slight apprehension that 
I walked to training on that fateful 
day! But upon getting started, every 
doubt and fear disappeared, because 

the weekend turned out to be a set 
of the most fun-packed, information 
fi lled days I have ever had. Not only 
did I get all the information I should 
ever need as a Nightline volunteer, 
but I got to meet all the new hopefuls 
like myself, as well as a few of the 
old ones! I found myself instantly 
making friends and connecting with 
people through games and activities, 
and all in all, I was having fun! 

Passing the training and moving 
through all the following essentials 
and introductions, I found all my 
expectations turned upside down 
(in a good way!) as the service 
opened up to me in all its glory and 
buzzing activity. Before I knew it, I 
had even been elected a member 
of the committee, and was even 
more involved in this wonderful 

new society of which I 
was now a part of, all 
in my fi rst semester 
of uni! You see, the 
wonderful thing about 
Nightline is that you 
can get involved as 
much as you want. Hearing 
that the service is on every night 
(except for the holidays) may at 
fi rst scare a volunteer. Immediately 
your thoughts would be “how many 
hours am I supposed to devote to 
this then?”. The answer is, not many. 
Each shift lasts for 12 hours, from 8 
pm to 8 am, you’re not alone, and 
fully supported. Each volunteer is 
only required to do 4 nights – per 
semester. On the other hand, anyone 

who wants to get involved on a 
deeper level could try their hand at 
being a member of the committee, 
helping to run and organise the 
buzzing community that is Nightline. 

So what’s the catch with being 
a volunteer some may ask? Well 
there’s nothing! Except perhaps 
for the tricky part of keeping your 
involvement a secret. But we know 
you’re brilliant, and you’ll soon think 
of something!

Ok, so we’ve been deep in the 
center of the service, but let’s work 
our way out, to the receiving end. 
Our callers, you, are promised a 
completely confi dential and non-
judgmental environment where you 
can basically talk about anything and 
everything. That could be something 
as serious as bereavement, or as 

tr iv ia l 
as the new bag 
you just bought. The bottom line 
is…we are here to listen when you 
don’t know where else to go. Whether 
this means everyone else is too 
drunk, asleep, gone off to Hawaii for 
a week, or you just don’t want to talk 
to anyone you know. Or if nothing’s 
bothering you and you just need to 
get the nearest takeaway number, or 
the exam timetable, we’re here for 
that too. So don’t hesitate, whatever 
you need, Nightline’s number is on 
the back of your student ID card, just 
give us a ring!

And if you’re interested in helping 
us out, don’t worry about a thing, 
Nightline has an excellent support 
system, and you are never on your 
own. As a volunteer, you have a big 
network of people you can turn too 
when in doubt, need of information, 
or a listening ear, because Nightline 
cares about its’ volunteer’s just 
as it’s callers. So if you think this 
sounds like your thing, drop us a 
line at nightline@undeb.bangor.
ac.uk and see what we can do for 
you, or what you can do for us. 
Keep an eye out for our stand at 
Serendipity, check out our website, 
www.bangorstudents.com/nightline 
and get yourself signed up to a life 
changing, C.V. enhancing, rewarding 
experience that you will never forget!

Miss A. Nonymous
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Who you gonna 
call?... (No, not them)

The new nightline recruits bite off more than 
they can chew

“Passing Nightline’s training & moving through 
all the essentials & introductions, I found all my 

expectations turned upside down”

The Entertainment show 

Dom and Polly have a cracking 

entertainment show telling you the 

most important information that 

you can’t possible not know. It is 

their job to know everything so 

tune in from 2-3PM on a Thursday. 

Who knows, you might be able 

to try and suprise them with 

something they don’t know !!

 The Cheesy Chart Show

 Get Involved



IN THE WILD!

Any Reichel 
residents 
recoognise 

this?

Stacey 
takes some 
tea in the 
50s diner

The Great 
Mixtape 

Swap 

Facebook: Great Mixtape Swap Bangor

Listen up Bangor! So you’ve probably seen all about this on facebook. If you havent, it’sa project for just about any old music fan. The Great Mixtape Swap is pretty simple, you get to share music you love and get a mixtape back from another random swapper.

Stick to music that people might not know, it’s always good to discover new bands. There aren’t really any rules, just make something you want to share (and give it a snappy title!
Here’s how it works: Make a playlist about 10 songs long, compress it, upload it to Megaupload or something similar, email the link to gmsbangor at hotmail.com then chill out and wait for your mix.

The deadline is the 1st of May so as long as you get yours in by then you’ll get a random mix back. Pretty cool eh!



Regular subs only, Love Bangor card holders get any sub! Coupon only valid at Subway Bangor. Not valid 
in conjunction with any other offer.

Buy a 6” sub & 21oz drink  
get a 6” sub FREE with this 

coupon!
Remember every Sunday 2pm-6pm is BOGOF!

Guerilla promotion for the 90s 
night. We do not know these 
people....

Just chilling at Lost Property,Bangors biggest indie night

10/10 for effort guys

This year, Bangor has managed to attract the 
biggest free festival.. Radio 1’s Big Weekend!
The BBC will be taking over The Vaynol Estate 
(which is just outside Bangor) and fi lling it with 
music, big blue tents and about 20,000 people 
(10,000 people per day). 
Registration will be online and tickets will be 
allocated at random, with favour given to
local addresses (last year, 85% of tickets 
were given to locals). Registation opened  
exactly 25 days before the event 
last year so make sure you’re near a 
computer around the 24th April.

Acts con� rmed so 
far:
 » Pixie Lott
 » Lost Prophets
 » Jaguar Skills

If none of the confi rmed acts are your cup of tea; fear not, there will be many 
more bands and artists (not to mention DJs) at the festival. 
Acts were announced in full on the 21st April last year, meaning that the 
estimated date for the announcement this year should be around the 5th May 
(or maybe before). They have managed to get the likes of Madonna, Prodigy 
and Basement Jaxx before... our music editor has got his fi ngers and toes 
crossed for Lady Gaga and Kate Nash.
The Seren team will be there to dance, sunbathe and - of course - report on 
Bangor’s fi rst Big Weekend!



Jodi Picoult, author of “My Sisters 
Keeper”, brings us an emotional and 
insightful look into a phenomenon 

devastating towns the world over from 
year to year, High School Shootings.

Peter Houghton is an unusual 17 
year old boy living a hellish high school 
life, bullied for his entire school life and 
misunderstood by his fellow students, 
Peter is at the very bottom of the social 
ladder. One day Peter decides to take 
his revenge, in nineteen minutes he 
walks into his school and commits a very 
calculated crime. This tears apart the 
lives of students, parents and members 
of the law enforcement alike in the small 
town of Sterling.

This narrative in this book switches 
from character to character as Peters 
motives and actions leading up to the 
day of the shooting are investigated and 
more and more plot twists are revealed. 
From the point of view of peter himself 
as he struggles to cope in the aftermath 
of those nineteen minutes, to his mother 
and the judge presiding over peters case, 
this book gives a highly unusual insight 
into the reality of tragedies like this. 

Jodi Picoult writes with style and 
passion as well as a sensitivity and 
understanding required when telling 
a story as close to so many people’s 
hearts as this with references to both 
9/11 and the high school shooting at 
columbine, Picoult writes characters 
that are believable and empathetic, 

and encompasses current events is the 
real world, making this a truly believable 
and moving book

Laura Stephenson 
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Nineteen Minutes

Season six has given us the 
answers to some of the major 
questions we have had since 

the show started; what is the island? 
Who is the man in black? Why doesn’t 
Richard age? This episode was no 
exception. The reveal of what the 
whispers were was, in my opinion, 
one of the best we have had so far. 
Couple this with the sudden death 
of Jacob’s hand-picked lackey and 
we have ourselves an episode that 
impresses. 

I am slightly disappointed that 
Illana did not play more of a vital role 
in this season. It almost seems like 
too much build up just to be killed off 
in an Arzt-like fashion. Despite this, 
for me it did the job, keeping me on 
my toes just as I was thinking we 
were in for another mundane episode, 

on par with Recon. 
Hurley takes more of an assertive 

role in this episode, aided by his 
dead acquaintance Michael. The 
returning Harold Perrineau was a 
welcome addition to the episode as it 
brought out more emotion in Hurley 
due to him being responsible for 
Libby’s death. Hurley almost seems 
to forgive Michael towards the end 
when he gets a heartfelt apology. 
This gave a certain sense of closure 
to the character so whether we will 
see Michael again is anybody’s guess. 

Aside from character development 
we get one of the answers we have 
been waiting 6 years for; what are 
the whispers? As Michael explains, 
they’re the dead people stuck on the 
island due to ‘what they did’. Hark 
back to Season 1 and 2 when the 

whispers were heard just before the 
Others, or an image of someone’s 
past appeared, and I fi nd this answer 
diffi cult to accept. Whether this is 
what the producers intended in the 
fi rst place is hard to say. At least it 
feels like they are answering some of 
the larger mysteries that have hung 
over the show for so long.

Over in The Man in Black’s camp 
we see Desmond tied up with a calm 
demeanour. This strikes me as being a 
turning point in the show as Desmond 
is no longer worried or fretting 
and now knows what he has to do. 
Whether he can ‘fulfi l his destiny’ from 
the bottom of a well I don’t know. I 
know Widmore said he could survive 
a catastrophic electromagnetic event 
but being thrown however many feet 
down a well doesn’t really fall into 

the same category. Nevertheless, 
this has defi nitely set up the next few 
episodes.

Desmond was seen in the alternate 
universe playing Cupid for Hurley and 
Libby. This is part of his mission to 
make everyone ‘remember’ their 
island life. Once he succeeded in doing 
this he mowed down a paralysed 
Locke with his car. Locke doesn’t get a 
break, even in the alternate universe. 
His face was eerily similar to when he 
landed from an 8 storey fall in Season 
3. I don’t see how this part of the 
story relates, as the others regain 
memory through love, unless this is 
a set up for Ben to fi nd his ‘soulmate’ 
and trigger his memory. This was by 
far the most confusing part of the 
episode for me.

Though this episode was not 

the best of the season (Ab Aeterno 
will take some beating!) it was 
ultimately satisfying, especially for a 
mid-season episode. The character 
development of Hurley was kept to 
a minimum, remaining entertaining, 
and the shock factor of Illana blowing 
up kept my interest from early on. 
The on-island action this season has 
been incomparable to any other and 
it keeps me coming back for more. 
It will be interesting to see how 
they develop Desmond’s alternate 
universe storyline as it was the only 
thing I felt was a bit unclear. It will 
take a bit more than what they 
showed tonight for me to get excited 
about the alternate universe.

Daniel Massey

“In nineteen minutes, you can mow the front lawn, colour your 
hair, watch a third of a hockey game. In nineteen minutes, you 
can bake scones or get a tooth fi lled by a dentist; you can fold 

laundry for a family of fi ve....In nineteen minutes, you can stop 
the world, or you can just jump off it. In nineteen minutes, you 

can get revenge.“

Terry Pratchett has published over 30 books in 
the Discworld series. That is quite a daunting 
collection of novels for anyone who is thinking 

of reading one and it can be diffi cult to choose 
where to start. First, though, you probably want to 
know why I’m suggesting these books to you. Well, 
they are basically darkly comic satire’s which just so 
happen to take place on a fantasy world. What you 
have got to remember is that the fantasy elements 
are in no way like High Fantasy such as The Lord 
of the Rings. This is a world that has been lived in, 
it’s a bit rough around the edges and its inhabitants 
are cynical, intelligent and very human as Pratchett 
has a talent for creating memorable characters that 
each have their own distinctive whims, habits and 
thought processes. All in all, these are extremely 
entertaining and intelligent books which make you 
laugh at the stupidity that humanity possesses most 
of the time.

So which book should you begin with? My advice 
is to not start with the fi rst book The Colour of 
Magic. It is best with this series to read a later novel 
then to go back and read the earlier ones. This will 
cause no problem with continuity as there is only a 
very loose thread connecting them all.

Personally I would start by reading Night Watch. 
This tells the tale of Commander Sam Vimes of 
the City Watch (police force) who lives in the city 
of Ankh-Morpork, a fantastically twisted Britain 
compressed into a city state. Vimes is a highly 
cynical, instinctively intelligent man who is an 
excellent copper and you become enthralled in his 
character almost immediately. Within a few more 
pages you meet some of the wildly distinctive 

denizens of the city and its Watch. 
The main story begins early on as a freak magical 

lightning storm sends Vimes and the criminally 
insane Carcer back thirty years to a period of civil 
unrest in the city. This was a time when revolution 
was literally just around the corner. Whilst having 
to adjust to this, Vimes has to pose as John Keel, 
the man who taught him everything about being 
a watchman and has to teach his younger self the 
fi ner points of proper policing so that he has a 
future to return to. 

He also has to keep the peace in a city which is 
on the brink of chaos. Proessional revolutionaries 
have gathered from across the Discworld to change 
the ailing regime whose leader has become crazily 
paranoid, sanctioning the random arrest and torture 
of citizens. Yes, the book is dark in places. It has 
to be because it satirises humanity and how it 
reacts to the infl uence of fear and anger. Where the 
comedy in the book comes from is the characters 
themselves. The Night Watch are incompetent but 
kindly, its members social misfi ts. Vimes himself, 
this world being seen for the most part through his 
mind, produces some of the most quotably hilarious 
lines I have ever read.

This meagre review does the book little justice 
but a book which is a satire on politics, revolutions, 
time travel, civil war, assassination, medical care 
and countless others has got to be worth a read. 
Trust me. It defi nitely is.

 Luke Dobson

Discworld: Night Watch 
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Stop, please just stop. Stop 
what you are doing and listen.
Put down your pen, your ipod, 

this newspaper and listen to me.
There is no hope for you, not at all. 
Rather on the contrary I am afraid, you 
are, thats right, YOU are going to die.
The world will stay silent, provide 
no objections to this and you will 
passed over unnoticed to the earth.
 Right, now I have your 
attention. We shall begin.
If this is the case? Then why do 
we not all commit suicide and 
have it done with? Why play a 
part in this cruel joke of nature?
this is what Albert Camus discusses 
to great and passionate effect in ‘The 
Myth Of Sisyphus’. If there is not a God 
to rub our aching shoulders then what 
is the point to this seemingly futile life?
  Camus expounds this theory from a 
view called ‘The Absurd’ which (in far 
too short a way) is “the human desire 
for meaning and the unreasonable 
silence of the world”. This situation 
is unreconcilable, there is nothing 
we can do to change that but Camus 
will argue that if we turn the religious 
belief that gives life a full meaning 
after death inwards and direct to 

ourselves then the extension of a 
Christian heaven becomes extension 
of life through life itself. Glorify 
your existence through experience, 
in that endless expanse that 
comes from recognising a beautiful 
and fl eeting world around you.
   Camus talks wonderfully poetically 
of breaking the chain of daily 
repetition and gesture with use of a 
constant awareness of ‘the absurd’ 
and revolting against its situation 
with all your might through creation. 
The Absurd Man must drain all the 
beauty from experiences and then 
move on to the next, what matters 
is “not the best living, but the most 
living”. You must never turn away 
from ‘The Absurd’ for then you will 
get sucked back into daily routine, 
and be lost amongst the rest.
    The notion of revolt is a key 
theme to Camus, We must accept 
our situation not by shying away, but 
with a fi erce and complete reaction. 
We must create experiences from the 
pure fl ame of life and not be interested 
in the herd. “Life will be lived all the 
better if it has no meaning” Camus 
says, we must gaze long into the 
abyss only to come back with it’s 

madness glittering in our eyes and 
a sardonic laughter upon our lips.
Suicide to Camus is thus the 
extreme end of acceptance in 
the opposite direction and a 
road we should not consider
He imagines a point where 
Sisyphus, looking at his stone rolling 
uncontrollably back down the bottom 
of the hill is momentarily free as 
he recognizes that his eternity will 
be spend rolling the stone up the 
hill, only for it to roll back down. 
His awareness is his freedom.
Just as it is ours, but although (just 
as the mighty Sisyphus is) we are 
devoid of hope “the point is to live”
   Albert Camus - The Myth Of 
Sisyphus can be summarised as a 
gloriously well written insight in the 
ephemeral but extraordinary beauty 
in our lives, and how we should take 
notice of this, not turn our backs, and 
run as fast as we can into the waves of 
forms and colours which surround us.

Ben Evans 
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It has been said time and again 
that all good things must come to 
an end, but it'll still be a blow when 

24, the long-running thriller series, 
comes to an end. Thankfully, there's 
a movie in the works that may be out 
as early as next year, but the loss of 
24 from our TV screens for good is 
a signifi cant blow. It was announced 
recently that the current season of 
24 would be the last, though this had 
been rumoured for a while with show 
runner Howard Gordon and his writing 
staff seemingly 
running out of 
ideas. "If one 
of the writers 
came up with a 
good idea, I'd 
happily pitch 
it to Kiefer 
[Sutherland]," 
Gordon said. 
"We just don't 
have that idea, 
and that's where 
e v e r y t h i n g 
has to start." 
Admittedly, the series has, over 
time, become quite formulaic, but 
the tension remains because it has 
proved time and time again that 
nothing if off-limits. You can't always 
expect a happy ending, and in fact, 
that rarely happens; during his work 
for CTU (Counter Terrorist Unit) the 
main character, Jack Bauer (Keifer 
Sutherland), has been through the 
mill. With the exceptions of 2 and 4, 
every season has left Jack either a 
complete wreck or in serious danger.  

24 has been one of television's 
great innovators during its 8 seasons. 
Those who know anything about the 
series will be aware of the real-time 
format, with an entire season taking 
place over 24 hours, even taking into 
account the ad breaks. However, this 
is not the only area in which 24 has 
pushed the boundaries of prime-time 
television. 24's relentless killing off of 
major characters has kept the viewer 
guessing almost since the start - up 
until that point, it was rare to see 
characters killed off as frequently as 
they are in 24. However, Jack  is not 
regularly compared to the likes of 
Chuck Norris for no reason. He's been 

shot, tortured and stabbed already 
this season alone (and at the time of 
writing we're only on Hour 15). Every 
other character could potentially be 
killed off, or even an enemy mole. And 
with the show's ability to blindside 
you, Bauer is the only character the 
viewer can consistently rely on. 

The fi nal season so far has been 
something of a mixed bag. There's 
been some great moments and the 
new cast additions have generally 
been very good, in particular Kapoor. 

As if his hair 
wasn't already 
great enough, 
his portrayal of 
President Hassan 
so far has been 
compelling since, 
in classic 24 style, 
the character 
blurs the lines of 
good and bad. 
Portrayed as 
a charismatic, 
excellent leader 
in the fi rst few 

episodes, Hassan quickly became 
paranoid and much less likeable 
before recently taking a turn for the 
better. Indeed, the politics aspect 
of the show has always been good; 
President Allison Taylor (Cherry 
Jones, Ocean's Twelve) has also been 
excellent, both this season and last.

On the other hand, there's been 
some pretty bad fi ller subplots 

That aside, though, this season of 
24 has been more than good enough 
for it to go out at a high point. The 
show could have ended at season 6 
- almost unanimously agreed to be 
the worst season - and that wouldn't 
have done it justice. With the most 
recent episodes showing a real upturn 
in form, it's looking like the climax of 
the series will keep the tension right 
up until the end. 

Matthew Cox

The 
Myth Of 
Sisyphus
by Albert 
Camus

So, a long awaited sequel to an excellent predecessor 
arrives – Bad Company 2. The new direct competition for 
the reigning king of online FPS games – Modern Warfare 

2. I, like many, was faced with the choice of Bad Company 2 
and Modern Warfare 2, so if you fi nd yourself in my position 
(“Oh fantastic, I’m a student and I’m poor and I can only afford 
one of these two hyped up games, please somebody stop my 
brain from hurting”), one of the greatest dilemmas of my life 
I might add, perhaps I can aid your decision making process.

My initial reaction when I loaded up the single player mode, 
having played Modern Warfare 2, was that it felt like a cheap 
rip off of COD, a wannabe shooter with nothing special to add 
– uninteresting characters, uninteresting weapons, fairly slow 
combat situations, standard hordes of hapless Russian soldiers 
who don’t know which is the blasty end of a gun or the pointy 
end of a knife who kindly 
stand in the open and shoot 
in your general direction 
while holding a metaphorical 
“Somebody please for the 
love of god shoot me” sign. 

And then I loaded up the multiplayer mode. Cue deep 
breaths and pounding hearts. You’re on the fi rst fl oor of a dingy 
building in a desert town, fi ring down on enemy soldiers on the 
objective point from a window. You’re spotted and wounded. 
You take cover and look over to the next window and yell for 
a medic. That instant there’s an explosion as an RPG blasts 
through the wall, taking the medic with it and leaves a huge 
hole in the building leaving your squad exposed. The next thing 
you know the building is coming under a barrage from grenade 
launchers, rockets and tank shells. A panicked American voice 
yells “Get out of there, this building’s coming down!” .Too late. 
It’s over, you died. Respawn. The action begins again.

Dramatised as my description is, it’s the most immersive 
FPS game I’ve ever come across. It has absolutely top-notch 
graphics that’ll require a pretty beefy rig if you’re playing on 
PC and really fantastic sound that makes you feel like you’re 
on a real battlefi eld. With 32 player servers and medium sized 
maps, the multiplayer has a different feel to that of COD. It’s a 

slightly slower, more deliberate combat. You can rush around 
and spray your assault rifl e from the hip and still achieve some 
success, but a more careful, tactical player who works with his 
squadmates will be more at home in this game, especially if 
you choose to play in Hardcore mode, which makes the game 
more realistic and diffi cult. There are four classes: Assault, 
Medic, Engineer and Recon, each with a whole selection of 
weapons for each class that you unlock as you progress with 
each one. To add to that, as with all Battlefi eld games, there 
are heaps of different medals and badges to win in every round 
or more important badges to earn over the endless hours you’ll 
spend on BC2 if you buy it. Combined with a fairly standard 
levelling system, there’s a distinct feeling of satisfaction in 
rewards to be achieved from playing the game. And you really 
mustn’t take the fun of destructible terrain lightly. Whether 

you’re hacking a bit of a 
fence down to create a 
fi ring position or blowing 
up a wall just to create 
a more convenient door, 
it’s a really successful 

feature that leaves a map bearing the scars of war and adding 
more to the immersive feel of the game. What more could 
this game have you ask? What else would give it a potential 
edge over COD? Vehicles –tanks, hummers, helicopters, APCs, 
boats, jet skis and quad bikes - the selection is awesome and a 
lot of fun to play with, although driving a nippy little quadbike 
into an enemy base as I fi rst did...well...it’s not a good career 
move. All in all, I’d give Bad Company 2 a 9.5/10 if I may 
be so specifi c. It’s really very close to a perfect multiplayer 
game that’ll keep you going for hours and hours. If you love 
online shooters and you like a bit of a tactical, teamwork-based 
gameplay, this game is an essential one, and you won’t be 
putting it down until there’s a sequel. 

Battleship Williams

ield: Bad Company 2Battlef

Too late. It’s over, you died. Re-
spawn. The action begins again.
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This ain’t a love song, but it sounds  
suspiciously like every other song 
they’ve done, this also means it’s 
just as annoying.

Scouting for Girls - 
This Ain’t A Love Song

I discovered this gem on a music blog 
and haven’t looked back, it’s dancey, 
summery and perfect. I love it.

Kissy Sellout & 
Tinashe - Come On Over

This Month:
_nik_

Music Taste Rating: 5/10

Wiles’ comments:
“Your music compatibility with _nik_ is very low...”

April Issue 2010

Music Editor, Aaron Wiles, brings you what’s hot 
and what’s not in music this month.

Having heard good things 
when we met up with Peggy 
Sue last Autumn, we were 

looking forward to the debut offering 
from our favourite Brighton based trio, 
and they didn’t disappoint.

Long Division Blues is an excellent 
opening to the album, beginning 
“Everybody up, we’re all getting 
down”. With Olly kicking away in the 
background and Katy and Rosa doo-
dooing their way through, it feels like 
the trio are easing you into their 12 
track offering. It builds and builds 
with crashing symbols and quick 
paced verses. Peggy Sue take you by 
the hand and lead you somewhere 
exciting. 

The foot stomping Yo Mama, which 
was released as a single, keeps up 
the pace. If you’ve seen it live you’ll 
remember it well. It’s catchy, dark and 
the shouty chorus will be stuck in your 
head for days. It’s unapologetically  
delivered which gives a fresh approach 
to a song which essentially is about a 
break up, but as you listen closer, the 

lyrics are honest and ever so slightly 
heartbreaking. This juxtaposition is a 
clever and well known trait of Peggy 
Sue’s. There are plenty more songs to 
get you moving, like Watchmen and 
February Snow which are as intricate 
as they are catchy.

Green Grow The Rushes marks 
a departure from the previous light 
heartedness as Rosa leans on the 
melancholic side for 4 and a half 
minutes. There are a few songs which 
take it down a notch. She Called is one 
of them. Slow and bassy, it ebbs and 
fl ows, taking Rosa’s lamenting notes, 
creeping up into crashing verses and 
falling back into careful cafard.  

Fossils is a treat for listeners who 
like unfolding the metaphors usually 
inherent in Peggy Sue songs. As well 
as the heart tugging lyrics, Rosa and 
Katy’s years of singing together are 
more evident here than ever. Their 
voices intertwine and wind round 
words with an effortless elegance that 
comes as a sweet surprise.

Careless Talk is one of my favourite 
tracks. It sees Katy picking up the 
pace once again with quick lyrics and 
guitar that wouldn’t feel out of place in 
a Kimya Dawson song. The depiction 
of awkward silence is achingly 
accurate, only made more real by the 
speed of Katy’s delivery. At times it’s 
reminiscent of Jeffrey Lewis which 
can only be a good thing.

The album could have 
wound down with a song that 
says “goodbye, thanks for 
listening, see you soon”. 
It doesn’t. The message 
feels like “you’ll be back for 
more”. As they promise in 

Yo Mama, they don’t go out quietly.
Katy and Rosa could fool you 

with their charming harmonies and 
veracious voices, but their lyrics 
are clever and satisfying to sing. 
Although much of the album is about 
endings and emptiness it feels fresh, 
progressive and promises much more 
to come. 

Laura Marling - I Speak 

Because I Can

Jay Jay Pistolet - How 

We Became
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Kelis - Acapella

Kate Nash - I Just 
Love You More
Kate is soon to have a new album out, 
by the time you read this I’ll have it on 
repeat. This is a track from it that she 
let people download for free, go get it, 
it’s a tune.

Alice in Chains

Howard Shore

Gojira

Metallica

Children of Bodom

4,941

2,943

2,036

Rammstein

DragonForce

Iron Maiden

Megadeth

Track Times

1,775

8,704

3,247

2,360

In Flames

1,656

1,537

1,332

I’ve heard you have played in 
Bangor before?

Yeah I was just about to say, I 
think the last time I played in Bangor 
was in a kitchen in a university hall, a 
lot of fun it was too.

With Ian Davies?
Yeah, I haven’t seen him for a 

while, when I fi rst started doing solo 
shows, when my band broke up I 
just kind of went on this kind of ret-
rospectively weird kind of mission 
to play just every day everywhere 
all the time forever, and I ended up 
doing about 18 months straight on a 
train, and that was one of the shows. 
I remember arriving in Bangor with a 
hangover from the edge of the uni-
verse and Ian greeted me at the train 
station.

Do you remember Bangor?
Yeah, well the thing is right I 

can’t remember anything apart from 
gigs, I remember having breakfast 
in Whetherspoons the next day. It’s 
funny right cos I erm, I played in 
Bangor a few times with Million Dead 
actually but I’ve never except for that 
halls show been there as a solo artist, 
so I owe Bangor a show!

You do!
I’ll come back I promise, it’s on 

tape, you got it now. We are book-
ing a tour in December so I’ll have 
a word.

That would be amazing! I’ll inter-
view you again!

I’ll see you again!

How is the tour going?
Erm the tour is good. I mean this 

is day 3 of the UK one but I was in 
America. This tour is the biggest 
headline tour I’ve ever done. It’s 
the fi rst time I’ve taken production 
out with me so we have to ride with 
all the speakers and the lights, they 
are coming with me, and we’ve got a 
truck which is a bit of a step up from 
travelling on a train. But yeah, so it’s 
kind of cool cos I’ve never really been 
one to have thought about the light-
ing too much but my drummer is a 
lighting designer and he’s spent like 
the last two months working away 
on this lighting plan and it was the 
fi rst show in Newcastle on Monday, 
and when I saw the lighting show I 
was like, actually yeah that’s f****** 
cool. So yeah its going very well, I’ve 
got a bit of a hangover, but I’m going 

to blame it squarely on Chuck Rogan 
for getting me messed up last night in 
Edinburgh. I’m drinking lots of water 
today. 

You are playing in Leeds tomor-
row aren’t you? 

Yes I am. 

And have you played Leeds festi-
val?

Yes I’ve been the past three years. 

Will you be there again this year?
I am not allowed to speak about 

it, but erm maybe I’ll see you there...

So how do feel about big festivals 
compared with your own gigs?

Well we have T in the Park to con-
fi rm and I can’t remember which I’m 
allowed to talk about and which I am 
not so I better not talk about them! 
But I should say I have loads and 
they are all great! But erm yeah, it’s 
kind of funny like every year I’m re-
ally up for festivals but by the time 
August comes around I’m like sick of 
festivals cos its just like, you don’t 
get soundcheck time and everything 

By Gemma Ellis,

Seren’s very own creative 
girl Gemma put her 
interview skills to the test 
when she sat down for a 
chat with Frank Turner. Read 
on to learn about the time he 
played in Bangor, the 
wierdest places he’s ever 
played, the song that took 10 
years to write and what the 
future has in store for the 
star.

It seems as though David Guetta is 
producing everything at the moment! 
This heralds a new direction for Kelis 
and looks to very successful!

In every current Timbaland song, 
the only bad thing about it is 
Timbaland. He’s far too uncool now.

Timbaland - Carry Out

Ok, so it has a catchy chorus, but 
why does she have to breathe over 
everything?! I’m still scared of her 
hands too...

Diana Vickers - Once

Morgan Page feat. Lissie 
- The Longest Road
The editor forced me to write this 
as she’s had it on repeat all week, 
obsessed crazy woman.

Did you know this song has been in 
the charts for 77 weeks now, about 
time it left now don’t you think? 
Bored of hearing it everywhere!

Journey - Don’t Stop 
Believing

Rated & Reviewed

Georgia 
Mannion
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Clint Eastwood, the Hollywood 
icon, turns 80 years old this 
year and as such it seems 

to be a great time to celebrate 
the great man’s cinematic legacy. 
Eastwood born in coastal town 
of Carmel California on May 31st 
1930 began his cinematic career 
in the 1950’s with bit parts in low 
budget B-Movies  such as Revenge 
of the Creature and Tarantula but 
eventually moved on to having a 
regular role on television series 
Rawhide playing Cattle Rancher 
Rowdy Yates for 8 seasons. In the 
1960’s Eastwood was offered the 
role that would change the course 
of his career, some would say his 
life, as The Man with No Name in 
Sergio Leone’s A Fistful of Dollars. 
A Fist Full of Dollars was the start 
of Leones so called Dollars trilogy 
which was followed by For A Few 
Dollars More and The Good the Bad 
and the Ugly over the course of the 
next few years. It could be said that 
Eastwood was in danger of being 
typecast as a cowboy, however The 
Western it seems is the genre that 
defi ned him as an icon. Moving on 
to the 1970’s in perhaps his second 
most iconic performance following 
The Man with No Name Eastwood 
starred as San Francisco Detective 
Harry Callahan in Don Siegel’s 
Dirty Harry. The fi lm spawned four 
sequels no less with rumours of a 
fi fth to be made in 2008 but these 
were quickly shot down by Eastwood 
himself. It was round about this time 
that Eastwood expressed a desire 
to get into directing fi lms as well as 
starring in them and as such made 
his directorial debut, and starred in, 

1971’s Play Misty For Me - a thriller 
in which Eastwood plays a Radio 
DJ   who attracts the attentions of 
a deranged stalker who proceeds to 
make his life a living hell. Up until 
this point Eastwood had made a 

name playing action hero’s and it 
was this fi lm that showed him in a 
more vulnerable role. The 70’s saw 
Clint enter the comedy genre for the 
fi rst time with Any Which Way But 
Loose and its sequel Any Which Way 
You Can. Both fi lms saw him playing 
trucker and bare knuckle fi ghter 
Philo Bedow as he teamed up with 
his pet Orang-utan Clyde in order 
to chase down a beautiful woman 
(coincidentally played by Eastwood’s 
future wife Sondra Lock). The 
fi lms where massively successful 
and showed that Eastwood wasn’t 
afraid to send himself up and work 
within different genres. Eastwood 
continued directing movie’s with the 
jewel in his crown being his 1992 
revisionist western Unforgiven for 
which he won Best Director at the 
1992 Academy Award’s. In recent 
years Eastwood started to wind 
down on his acting career and 
instead focus on directing with him 
supposedly offi cally retiring from 
acting with 2009’s Gran Torino. This 
year Eastwood’s Nelson Mandela 
drama Invictus has already seen 

release to mixed critical acclaim 
and he will return to cinema’s in 
November with The supernatural 
drama Hereafter. The fact that 
Hereafter will be Clint’s fi rst foray 
into supernatural territory shows 
that, even at this stage of his life, 
he isn’t afraid to change style and 
genre. He has already announced 
his next project to be a biopic of the 
infamous former F.B.I. Director J. 
Edgar Hoover, so there  are cetainly 
no signs of him slowing down. 
Here’s hoping for another 20 years 
of Clint Eastwood.

80 Years of Clint Eastwood

‘� e jewel in his crown being 
his 1992 revisionist western 

Unforgiven for which he won 
best Director at the 1992 Acad-

emy Award’s.’ 

Odd is just one of the words I’d 
used to describe Repo Men. 
Directed by Miguel Sapochnik, 

Repo Men or ‘Repossession Men’ is a 
futuristic fi lm starring Jude Law and 
Forest Whitaker. A corporation called 
‘The Union’ has developed high tech 
artifi cial human body parts that function 
as well as the real thing.  Rejoice right? 
Well in this case no. The 
Union is selling the new 
technology at sky high 
prices and luring people 
into buying them with guilt 
laden sales pitches. When 
customers fall behind on 
payments for their much 
needed body parts, the 
Repo Men step in and brutally take back 
The Union’s property. Remy (Law) and 
Jake (Whitaker) are two of the best 
Repo Men around, although Remy’s 
wife doesn’t favour Remy’s profession 
and soon leaves him when he and Jake 
perform a repossession outside their 
home. Soon after Remy’s life falls into 
a spiral and somewhat predictably he 
fi nds himself waking up with one of The 
Union’s artifi cial hearts in him. The fi lm 

then on follows Remy as he falls behind 
with repayments and goes on the run, 
but I’m sure you predicted that before I 
even said anything right? That’s exactly 
one of the main problems with Repo Men. 
Predictable, predictable and predictable, 
you feel like you’ve seen it all before. 
The pairing of Law and Whitaker is an 
interesting one but, although the two 

bode well on screen, the 
‘buddy’ movie feel is at 
odds with the rest of the 
fi lms components. The 
range and display of acting 
is sadly not enough to 
sway me towards Repo 
Men. Although it has been 
considered by some as a 

‘cult classic’, the mundane drudging plot 
did nothing for me and the predictability 
made the gruesome and somewhat 
controversial reality of the evil Union 
stagnant and shallow. If you liked Repo 
The Genetic Opera then this fi lm may be 
for you and if not, I advise you spend 
your money on a much better fi lm like 
Kick Ass.  

Louise Cotterill Louise Cotterill

‘the ‘buddy’ movie 
feel is at odds with 
the rest of the � lms 

components’

Fish Tank is a slice of British life that follows in the veins of 
fi lms such as Kidulthood (2006) and This is England (2006). 
Gritty, hard hitting and brutally honest, Fish Tank is a fi lm 

that instantly shouts its name out to you, never once hiding 
behind a façade. Fish Tank follows fi fteen year old Mia (Katie 
Jarvis) as she struggles with home and street life. Whether 
it be her mum or girls dancing on her street, Mia’s attitude 
towards everyone and everything is jaded and angry. Most of 
Mia’s days are spent drinking in abandoned fl ats on her Essex 
estate while waiting for the consequences of being excluded 
from school. When Mia arrives home one day her whole world 
is fl ipped on its head when she fi nds that her mum has a new 
boyfriend. Charming and overly confi dent, Connor (Michael 
Fassbender) sashays into Mia’s family life with ease. Although 
unsure of him at fi rst, Mia soon fi nds that she is attracted to his 
confi dence and stability although this attraction soon becomes 

damaging to her as the course of the fi lm unravels. Along the 
way Mia gets into a scrape with three brothers when she tries 
to free a mistreated horse. When they violently start grabbing 
Mia, younger brother Billy secretly apprehends them letting Mia 
escape, the two soon bond and become friends. Billy is the only 
character who shows genuine affection for her and eventually a 
way out that she has been looking for.  

The acting and actors themselves are one of the key 
components that highlight the astounding honesty of Fish Tank. 
All the characters seem real and act real, there is no Keanu 
Reeves style acting here. Katie Jarvis herself was found by 
talent spotters following a public argument with her boyfriend 
at a train station. Some of my favourite scenes are with Mia 
exploring the modern and wealthy urban homes looking for 
Connor. They are at a fantastic contrast with the harsh realities 
of the rest of the fi lm as you feel Mia’s alienation and struggles 
tumble out all in one scene. Like Kidulthood, Rap and R n B 
music lie underneath the fi lm’s skin. A surprising but touching 
sequence between Mia, her mother and sister fl ows beautifully 
as they dance together before Mia is due to leave. Although 
not a masterpiece, Fish Tank is a great piece of real 
British life and its people, although slightly predictable 
in places, the characters and their personalities make up for 
it overall. 

‘All the characters seem real and act real, 
there is no Keanu Reeves style acting here’

Karl Hanks

Repo Men

MUSIC
19

April Issue 2010
www.seren.bangor.ac.uk

Eluveitie are a Swedish band that 
are about as easy to defi ne as 
they are to pronounce. They’ve 

been described as folk metal, celtic 
metal and melodic death metal…or 
simply a mix of all three, whatever 

that makes…
Well actually what that makes is 

something quite beautiful: sombre, 
chilling and calm, whilst at the 
same time 
full of passion 
and energy. 
Mixing the 
traditional metal 
instruments of 
guitar and drums 
with the rather 
eclectic addition 
of bagpipes, 
fl utes, whistles and violins they create 
a unique sound, and hey, if that’s not 
enough, why not throw in some singing 
in ancient Gaulish to complement the 
poetic English vocals?

Their latest album, their 4th, 
released in February, entitled 
‘Everything Remains As It Never Was’ 
returns to some of their earlier, heavier, 
work, after a quick foray into acoustic 
music with their 3rd album. The album 
focuses on Celtic myths and histories 

of Gaulish France, telling tales of war 
as well as philosophy. It’s a great mix 
of their previous work, not focussing 
overly on yelling and thrashing every 
instrument they can fi nd to death, but 
offering a more mature and relaxed 
attitude, concentrating on the music 
itself rather than experimentation. 
The tracks ‘Isara’ & ‘Lugdunon’ are 
calm relaxed folk songs with samples 
of rushing waterfalls that could fool 

you into thinking 
you’re listening 
to a movie 
s o u n d t r a c k , 
whilst tracks like 
‘(Do) Minion’ 
start with an 
angry growling 
and kick off into 

more traditional metal songs.
Of course, it’s not everyone’s cup of 

tea, hardcore metalheads will dislike 
the addition of the folk take on things, 
whilst for many people, the roaring 
and shouting will be offputting, but if 
you’re up for trying something slightly 
different then you could just be in for 
a treat!

Rich Gorman

Ensiferum - From Afar

Korpiklaani - Karkelo
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“The album focuses on 
Celtic myths and histories 
of Gaulish France, telling 

tales of war as well as 
philosophy.”

Mgmt’s fi rst album ‘Oracular Spectacular’ began with 
‘Time to Pretend’, a sort of rock n roll shopping 
list – super models, drugs, champagne and an 

untimely death. It may have been tongue in cheek but 
the band probably ticked more boxes in the last two years 
than they intended. They open their new album with ‘It’s 
working’, a song about the despair of being famous and the 
downside of those drugs. MGMT have dropped the satire 
(well nearly), they’ve dropped the synths (well nearly) and 
they’ve gone from post nu-rave to pastoral psychedelic, 
with an emphasis on past.  We’re not in Kansas anymore…

 Except that we kind of are. As much as broadsheet 
journalists would like to convince us that MGMT have 
abandoned ship and ‘gone weird’, it doesn’t ring true – 
not to anyone that actually heard ‘Oracular Spectacular’ 
rather than just the singles.  Song number two on that 
album, ‘Weekend Wars’, featured lyrics about ‘Mental 
mystics twisted in a car’. So on that basis was anyone 
really expecting an album made up entirely of synth pop? 

 If you heard fi rst single ‘Flash Delirium’ then you will 
know what to expect of the new album - the songs are 
very busy with ideas. There is no traditional course that 
the band follow, just as you think they are going one 
way they will cut diagonally and take you in a completely 
new direction. There are rarely choruses and it’s unusual 
for a theme (either musical or lyrical) to hold the band’s 
attention for more than a verse. Whilst this adventurous 
streak is admirable, it sometimes leads to incohesive 
and even directionless songs. A good example is the 12 
minute odyssey ‘Siberian Breaks’ which seems to ramble 
on forever without ever really getting anywhere.

 But whilst individual songs lack a beginning, middle and 
end the album itself has a fi ne structure. It begins with a 
trio of perfect pop songs, albeit pop in the old-fashioned 
sense of the word – anyone wanting radio 1 hit’s should 
steer clear. ‘Song For Dan Treacy’ is a highlight for it’s 

Zombies style 
harmonies and witty lyrics. 
The middle section of the album is the aforementioned 
‘weird’ bit but then the album crashes back down to 
earth with ‘Brian Eno’, a song surprisingly enough about 
Brian Eno. 

 Things are brought to a close with the title track, a 
song that sums up the band’s diffi cult relationship with 
popularity and fame. ‘It’s hardly sink or swim when 
all is well if the ticket sells’. The band feel the weight 
of expectation more keenly than most groups do and 
yet they have made an album that is unfl inching in its 
goals and pretty heartless about any fans that get lost 
on the journey. Like Arctic Monkeys last year they have 
made a divisive album that will be misunderstood by the 
majority of fans that brought the fi rst record, but loved 
by the few that ‘get it’.

 I can’t imagine that anyone would 
be disappointed with what this 
album is (fun, imaginative etc) It 
is however easy to see why people 
would be disappointed with what 
‘Congratulations’ is not. It’s not an 
itunes friendly album and this is not 
going to translate to radio or the clubs 
very easily. MGMT have decided where 
their loyalties lie and now it’s up to 
their fans to do the same. As far as 
I’m concerned this is a triumph. 

Vampire Weekend - Contra

Passion Pit - Manners
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Thomas Owen

is really rushed. The shows them-
selves are always great but until 30 
seconds before you are onstage, 
everyone is running around and 
shouting and you have 15 minutes 
to set everything up, so yeah I must 
admit it wasn’t great last year but 
the year before I did something like 
27 festivals in the UK, and at the end 
of it I was like god damn it I want 
to play a club show again now! But 
yeah they are fun when they work. 

Cool, where is the weirdest place 
you have ever played?

There have been some weird 
places, I play kitchens, squats, 
roofs, basements, gardens, yeah 
you name it! I’ve been out to Rus-
sia a few times and that’s pretty far 
out and its great but it’s very culture 

shocking, do you know what I mean? 
But I mean it’s really good fun and 
its very raucous, very very raucous 
indeed.

Is there anywhere you haven’t 
played yet that you really want 
to?

I have a few places that I’m go-
ing quite soon, I’m going to Aus-
tralia in April, and New Zealand as 
well, and then in May we have 10 
dates in China. And I’ve never been 
to China before and I am I have to 
say slightly oppressive about it. I’ve 
just no idea, I’m going on my own, 
I’ve no idea if anyone speaks English 
out there or what shows are like in 
China, or anything, I mean there’s a 
guy out there whose going to look 
after me, take me to all the shows 
and everything, but its yeah going to 
be different. It will be fun!

Onto your songs, do you have a 
favourite?

I don’t because that would be 

like choosing between 
your kids! On the new al-
bum my favourite song is 
a song I’ve been trying to 
write for about 10 years! 
It’s about my best friend 
and she’s a very important 
person in my life and I’ve 
just known for years that 
I wanted to write a song 
about her, and I’ve tried in 
the past and it never quite 
came together and I kind 
of wrote it as a wedding 
present as well cos she’s 
getting, well she is mar-
ried, she the harshest critic 
as well and I played her the 
song and she was like ‘it’s 
alright’, but that’s a thumbs 
up from her basically!

So that’s a song with great sig-
nifi cance to you?

Yeah, I mean they all do in cer-
tain ways, I just felt quite relieved in 
a way when I wrote that song, just 
like oh, I can stop being wor-
ried about not having written 
her a song yet. 

Have you got any projects, 
anyone you are working 
on at the minute? 

Erm yeah well I’ve got 
loads of new stuff, I’m a to-
tal fucking workaholic so I’m 
writing new stuff and I’m 
gonna try and record an-
other album this year so I 
can try get it out next year, 
I’m also recording an album 
of traditional English songs! 
I’m writing a book and I’m 
on tour until at least April 
next year. But there are 
loads of people I want to 
work with. 

Lastly, will you be doing any-
thing with Million Dead in the 
future?

No! There was a lot of bad blood 
at the end of that band so no plans 

for the future.

 

MGMT

R.I.P  ‘Sugababes’
1998-2009

No Original Members Left,
Dropped By Jay-Z’s American 

Record Label,
Sweet 7 Album Flopping Greatly,
Original Lineup Sorely Missed.
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CREATIVE CORNER...

Sneezing out solutions,
Coughing up emotions,
Stirring black coffee soberness,
Reality pinching me.

Cloud’s over my eyes,
Fire’s raging deep inside,
A whirlwind of possibilities,
Decide, Decide, Decide.

Fear is stirred with optimism,
Anger sleeps with happiness,
Braveheart beats in time with 
cowardice,
Lies twist tight the truth.

Suffocating silence,
Dry throated pleas for help,
Long past the sanctuary of ignorance,
The tremors are starting to shake.

Close your eyes,
Count to ten,
Come to a decision?
Well, count again.
Choose, Choose, Choose.

Vinny Topp

Muscle
Smashing pain and 
loneliness kept
raging behind the 
muscle slept
a beast among the 
weeping veins
of blood droplets and 
moody rain

beating tattoos against 
my soul
and seeping through 
into the hole
a lurking eel swims in 
my bowl
I try to drink and 
swallow whole

my thirst unquenched 
I cannot share
the bitterness bound to 
strip me bare
a burden bound to 
borrowed thoughts
the noose is frayed but 
strong and taught

the telling comes, the 
telling comes
escape is spent, 
arrives the truth
the telling comes, the 
words I meant
I wonder why I’m 
here to see it through

but the beat goes on 
and the blood pumps 
through
and I wonder why I 
bleed here dying for 
you
but the race is run and 
I think I’m through
and I wonder why I’m 
a safety net for you.

Choose
Choose

Choose



Want to see your 
     creative work in print? 

This month the quality of the contributions here at seren 
has been extremely high, with some fantastic photography 
and poetry from the students of Bangor. The next issue of 
Seren will sadly be the last of the year so if you have not sent 
anything into us yet do so now!  
Remember here at Seren we want your art work, poetry, pho-
tography and short stories, and as always you can send them 
to Gemma at :
creative@seren.bangor.ac.uk
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I’ve drifted off in your 
arms,
Many a time.
The safety and warmth
In knowing that these arms 
are mine.

Your head inside books,
To help with your art.
My restfull head laying
Inches from your heart.

I want to know the truth 
behind those eyes,
It's not that you're dishonest 
or that you lie.
Your look so pensive 
staring down the hall,
Then say your mind was 
fi lled with nothing at all.

I push that stray hair back 
to behind your ear,
you smile and I am happy 
you've let me near.
The closer I get to your 
mind and soul,
The closer I get, to feeling 
whole.

Will Clutton 

Richard Anthony Morris

Will Clutton 
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Callum Rymer

In the last decade or so it seems 
to have been the fashion to fi nd a 
new, up and coming Hollywood 

Hunk™, dress him up in a toga or some 
form of armour, and throw him in front 
of a massive CGI army or some form 
of mythical monster. Troy, 300, and 
Gladiator all readily spring to mind, 
and whereas most people I know would 
all claim to love 300, the rest are all 
decidedly hit and miss. You either love it 
or you hate it. Clash of the Titans would 
appear to be the next in line, 
and the fi rst one of its kind 
to embrace this new fangled 
thing called ‘3D’, so to speak. 
More on that later.

Like most historical 
Hollywood epics, the 
researchers have failed once 
again to live up to their job 
titles and actually put the 
effort in. If you are an avid 
fan of Greek mythology, it 
goes without saying that 
you won’t enjoy this fi lm. In short, the 
producers have thrown in pretty much 
every single story they could come up 
with between them and hoped for the 
best. 

And does it work? Well, kinda. It’s 
nothing special. The main man is 
Sam Worthington, and you probably 
remember him from such movies as 
Avatar, when he was blue and slightly 
taller. He spends nearly two hours in 
Titans running around in a very short 
short toga (which looked more Roman 
to me, though perhaps I’m being picky 
now), clearly not wearing underwear, 
with soldiers he found in Argos (yes, 
we laughed), and forgetting that he’s 

meant to be speaking in an English 
accent, like everyone else in the fi lm, 
who coincidently you might remember 
from such television shows as Skins. I 
also get the impression that he is a bit of 
a diva. His character keeps banging on 
about how he’s ‘just a man’ and the same 
as everyone else, yet he’s the only one 
without fake hair. It’s cheesy, it’s corny, 
it’s fairly predictable, but it’s watchable, 
the special effects are surprisingly 
good, and overall it is pretty enjoyable. 

It’s worth spending your 
money on. However the 
issue of money and how 
by this time of year none 
of us have any brings me 
to urgently mention the 
massive problem with this 
fi lm: The 3D conversion.

Now I elected not to 
watch this fi lm in 3D. I do 
however suspect that the 
reason Clash of the Titans 
will be remembered in 

history will not be for the plot, or the 
great CGI monsters, or the fact that it 
was fi lmed mere minutes down the road 
from our fabulous little Bangor (does 
Bethesda look like Greece? Really?), but 
for the catastrophic mess they made. 
We have a strict rule in our house that if 
a fi lm was not made in 3D and converted 
after shooting it, we watch it in 2D. 3D 
just does not work otherwise, with the 
possible exception of animated fi lms. 
The only reviews I have read of this fi lm 
focus on the 3D version and how terrible 
it is, and unless of course you want to 
see disembodied fake hair fl owing in the 
wind, I’m inclined to agree. Up to you.

CLASH OF THE TITANS

Gemma Howell

You know a fi lm’s going to be worth a 
look when names like Ellen Page, Drew 
Barrymore and Juliette Lewis are associated 

with it. Whip It really is worth buying a cinema 
ticket for. The story follows 
Bliss Cavendar (Ellen Page), 
an indie kid who is unwillingly 
pulled around by her mother 
to numerous small town Texan 
pageants. Wanting to pull away 
from the falsity of pageants 
and small town Texas life, Bliss 
is swayed by the rugged and 
carefree sport of roller derby. 

Edged on by her friend Pash (Alia Shawkat), 
Bliss decides to try out for the underdog derby 
team called the ‘Hurl Scouts’. After many bumps, 
bruises and scrapes, Bliss manages to gain a 
place on the team, and quickly develops a bond 
and devotion to the sport and her new team 
mates. Obviously a fi lm threading teen troubles 
and sport together needs a worthy adversary 
to shake things up. Whip Its adversary comes 
in the form of actor/rock star Juliette Lewis. 

Lewis is perfect as the nasty and scathing ‘Iron 
Maven’ leader of the Hurl Scouts main rivals. 
Ellen Page is so clearly the alternative teen 
queen of fi lm. Whip It emphasises everything we 

fell in love with in Juno (2007) 
and backs it up tenfold. If Page 
keeps choosing the fi lms she 
does, her acting reputation and 
repertoire will only continue to 
rise. Although it must be said 
that each of the actors in Whip It 
each put in a fantastic, fun and 
invigorating performance. Drew 
Barrymore not only directs the 

fi lm but also appears as the goofy and colourful 
‘Smashley Simpson’. From romance to brawls 
to food fi ghts, Whip It provides something for 
everyone, and with a fantastic soundtrack to 
boot, I more than recommend Whip It as a fun, 
warm and entertaining fi lm choice.  

Louise Cotterill

‘Ellen Page is so clearly 
the alternative teen queen 

of � lm. Whip It empha-
sises everything we fell in 
love with in Juno (2007)’

‘Like most histori-
cal Hollywood epics, 
the researchers have 
failed once again to 
live up to their job 
titles and actually 
put the e� ort in.’ 

KICK-ASS: A surprising Spring hit is 
on the cards for this violent comic-
book adaptation. As gratuitous as they 

come, but entirely living up to its title, this 
adult superhero thriller stems from the same 
violent brain as Wanted, and is just as smart in 
combining artistic philosophical fl air within an 
indie context and trashy glorifi cation of extreme 
violence. Despite such overt exploitative foul 
language and the unsubtle severely gimmicky 
violence using an 11 year-old girl as the ultimate 
predator and cinematic shock tactic (if calling 
gang members the c-word is right up your street 
then you'll feel right at home)  Kick-Ass stays 
on the right side of being entertaining without 
resorting to too many cliches and becoming 
embroiled in recycling other more tasteful fi lms. 
By breaking down the fourth wall, Kick-Ass never 
takes itself too seriously and consequently turns 
out as a darkly satirical take on Leon, a Michael 
Cera indie fi lm, the superhero blockbuster and 
the violent revenge thriller all cleverly wrapped 
up into one polished fl uent package. 

Sure it remains as predictable as any 

superhero fi lm but such mimicking is capitalised 
by its self-refl exive all knowing epitomy of what 
makes a superhero fi lm so bloody entertaining. 
Whilst the result and expected fi nal face-off of 
this fi lm is put-off for far too long Kick-Ass still 
mostly gets hits rather than misses and its hard 
not to enjoy such a nasty trashy melodrama 
(Kill Bill fans will undoubtedly lap it up). On 
the negative side the fi lm strays too near the 
indie fi lm with the 'girlfriend' segments and 
inconvincing banter between Kick-Ass and Red 
Mist to really be a perfect example of what it’s 
trying to reciprocate - the average superhero 
movie, but the self-referential outcome of a 
solid narration and one hard-not-to-like 'Hit-Girl' 
means it ultimately succeeds. Nicholas Cage has 
not been this convincing in a movie since at least 
'Leaving Last Vegas' or 'Wild At Heart', either, 
so with acting sincerity intact I leave you with a 
fi nal comment on what will surely be a huge hit 
amongst us students. Kick-Ass truly does Kick-
Ass.

Kick AssWhip It
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Clint Eastwood, the Hollywood 
icon, turns 80 years old this 
year and as such it seems 

to be a great time to celebrate 
the great man’s cinematic legacy. 
Eastwood born in coastal town 
of Carmel California on May 31st 
1930 began his cinematic career 
in the 1950’s with bit parts in low 
budget B-Movies  such as Revenge 
of the Creature and Tarantula but 
eventually moved on to having a 
regular role on television series 
Rawhide playing Cattle Rancher 
Rowdy Yates for 8 seasons. In the 
1960’s Eastwood was offered the 
role that would change the course 
of his career, some would say his 
life, as The Man with No Name in 
Sergio Leone’s A Fistful of Dollars. 
A Fist Full of Dollars was the start 
of Leones so called Dollars trilogy 
which was followed by For A Few 
Dollars More and The Good the Bad 
and the Ugly over the course of the 
next few years. It could be said that 
Eastwood was in danger of being 
typecast as a cowboy, however The 
Western it seems is the genre that 
defi ned him as an icon. Moving on 
to the 1970’s in perhaps his second 
most iconic performance following 
The Man with No Name Eastwood 
starred as San Francisco Detective 
Harry Callahan in Don Siegel’s 
Dirty Harry. The fi lm spawned four 
sequels no less with rumours of a 
fi fth to be made in 2008 but these 
were quickly shot down by Eastwood 
himself. It was round about this time 
that Eastwood expressed a desire 
to get into directing fi lms as well as 
starring in them and as such made 
his directorial debut, and starred in, 

1971’s Play Misty For Me - a thriller 
in which Eastwood plays a Radio 
DJ   who attracts the attentions of 
a deranged stalker who proceeds to 
make his life a living hell. Up until 
this point Eastwood had made a 

name playing action hero’s and it 
was this fi lm that showed him in a 
more vulnerable role. The 70’s saw 
Clint enter the comedy genre for the 
fi rst time with Any Which Way But 
Loose and its sequel Any Which Way 
You Can. Both fi lms saw him playing 
trucker and bare knuckle fi ghter 
Philo Bedow as he teamed up with 
his pet Orang-utan Clyde in order 
to chase down a beautiful woman 
(coincidentally played by Eastwood’s 
future wife Sondra Lock). The 
fi lms where massively successful 
and showed that Eastwood wasn’t 
afraid to send himself up and work 
within different genres. Eastwood 
continued directing movie’s with the 
jewel in his crown being his 1992 
revisionist western Unforgiven for 
which he won Best Director at the 
1992 Academy Award’s. In recent 
years Eastwood started to wind 
down on his acting career and 
instead focus on directing with him 
supposedly offi cally retiring from 
acting with 2009’s Gran Torino. This 
year Eastwood’s Nelson Mandela 
drama Invictus has already seen 

release to mixed critical acclaim 
and he will return to cinema’s in 
November with The supernatural 
drama Hereafter. The fact that 
Hereafter will be Clint’s fi rst foray 
into supernatural territory shows 
that, even at this stage of his life, 
he isn’t afraid to change style and 
genre. He has already announced 
his next project to be a biopic of the 
infamous former F.B.I. Director J. 
Edgar Hoover, so there  are cetainly 
no signs of him slowing down. 
Here’s hoping for another 20 years 
of Clint Eastwood.

80 Years of Clint Eastwood

‘� e jewel in his crown being 
his 1992 revisionist western 

Unforgiven for which he won 
best Director at the 1992 Acad-

emy Award’s.’ 

Odd is just one of the words I’d 
used to describe Repo Men. 
Directed by Miguel Sapochnik, 

Repo Men or ‘Repossession Men’ is a 
futuristic fi lm starring Jude Law and 
Forest Whitaker. A corporation called 
‘The Union’ has developed high tech 
artifi cial human body parts that function 
as well as the real thing.  Rejoice right? 
Well in this case no. The 
Union is selling the new 
technology at sky high 
prices and luring people 
into buying them with guilt 
laden sales pitches. When 
customers fall behind on 
payments for their much 
needed body parts, the 
Repo Men step in and brutally take back 
The Union’s property. Remy (Law) and 
Jake (Whitaker) are two of the best 
Repo Men around, although Remy’s 
wife doesn’t favour Remy’s profession 
and soon leaves him when he and Jake 
perform a repossession outside their 
home. Soon after Remy’s life falls into 
a spiral and somewhat predictably he 
fi nds himself waking up with one of The 
Union’s artifi cial hearts in him. The fi lm 

then on follows Remy as he falls behind 
with repayments and goes on the run, 
but I’m sure you predicted that before I 
even said anything right? That’s exactly 
one of the main problems with Repo Men. 
Predictable, predictable and predictable, 
you feel like you’ve seen it all before. 
The pairing of Law and Whitaker is an 
interesting one but, although the two 

bode well on screen, the 
‘buddy’ movie feel is at 
odds with the rest of the 
fi lms components. The 
range and display of acting 
is sadly not enough to 
sway me towards Repo 
Men. Although it has been 
considered by some as a 

‘cult classic’, the mundane drudging plot 
did nothing for me and the predictability 
made the gruesome and somewhat 
controversial reality of the evil Union 
stagnant and shallow. If you liked Repo 
The Genetic Opera then this fi lm may be 
for you and if not, I advise you spend 
your money on a much better fi lm like 
Kick Ass.  

Louise Cotterill Louise Cotterill

‘the ‘buddy’ movie 
feel is at odds with 
the rest of the � lms 

components’

Fish Tank is a slice of British life that follows in the veins of 
fi lms such as Kidulthood (2006) and This is England (2006). 
Gritty, hard hitting and brutally honest, Fish Tank is a fi lm 

that instantly shouts its name out to you, never once hiding 
behind a façade. Fish Tank follows fi fteen year old Mia (Katie 
Jarvis) as she struggles with home and street life. Whether 
it be her mum or girls dancing on her street, Mia’s attitude 
towards everyone and everything is jaded and angry. Most of 
Mia’s days are spent drinking in abandoned fl ats on her Essex 
estate while waiting for the consequences of being excluded 
from school. When Mia arrives home one day her whole world 
is fl ipped on its head when she fi nds that her mum has a new 
boyfriend. Charming and overly confi dent, Connor (Michael 
Fassbender) sashays into Mia’s family life with ease. Although 
unsure of him at fi rst, Mia soon fi nds that she is attracted to his 
confi dence and stability although this attraction soon becomes 

damaging to her as the course of the fi lm unravels. Along the 
way Mia gets into a scrape with three brothers when she tries 
to free a mistreated horse. When they violently start grabbing 
Mia, younger brother Billy secretly apprehends them letting Mia 
escape, the two soon bond and become friends. Billy is the only 
character who shows genuine affection for her and eventually a 
way out that she has been looking for.  

The acting and actors themselves are one of the key 
components that highlight the astounding honesty of Fish Tank. 
All the characters seem real and act real, there is no Keanu 
Reeves style acting here. Katie Jarvis herself was found by 
talent spotters following a public argument with her boyfriend 
at a train station. Some of my favourite scenes are with Mia 
exploring the modern and wealthy urban homes looking for 
Connor. They are at a fantastic contrast with the harsh realities 
of the rest of the fi lm as you feel Mia’s alienation and struggles 
tumble out all in one scene. Like Kidulthood, Rap and R n B 
music lie underneath the fi lm’s skin. A surprising but touching 
sequence between Mia, her mother and sister fl ows beautifully 
as they dance together before Mia is due to leave. Although 
not a masterpiece, Fish Tank is a great piece of real 
British life and its people, although slightly predictable 
in places, the characters and their personalities make up for 
it overall. 

‘All the characters seem real and act real, 
there is no Keanu Reeves style acting here’

Karl Hanks

Repo Men
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It is a common fallacy that all North 
Wales has to offer is stated above; 
a place of second-rate caravan 

parks set down in a rural, squelchy 
and unfavourable abyss.  The only 
civilisation here is either white and 
fl uffy or old and grumpy and - often 
thought to be - greatly intolerant of 
the Saesnegs that descend upon 
Welsh turf. Ouch - how’s that for a 
harsh misconception...

 ‘Wales? Really? Oh...right!’  is 
typical of the cautious and nervous 
response people seem to give when 
I mention that I study, live and work 
in Bangor; a slight wobble evident in 
their voice as they silently muse as to 
why someone would choose to move 
to such a ‘dive.’

Really though the truth is I think 
that Cymru is actually pretty cool-oo-
oo and also one of the most beautiful, 
fascinating and interesting areas of 
the U.K. to explore. You can catch 
any Arriva Train service out of Bangor 
and you will arrive at the following fun 
places within just

two stops - and for less than a 
fi ver return, too. The sun’s supposed 
to come out soon, so train-based-
adventures-to-nearby-welsh-towns, 
ahoy? I think so...YDW! 

Conwy 
A couple of quid on the train 

and you’re in Conwy! This is a cute 
little place that is defi nitely worth a 
visit; home to the smallest house in 
England, yummy ice-cream on the 
quay, retro sweet shops galore and 
a very much worth-the-energy dry-
stone wall walk around the edge of 
the town, which rewards you with 
stunning views as you (very safely!) 
climb higher and higher...

Colwyn Bay
Arguably the nearest ‘real’ beach 

to Bangor; clean, massive, sandy and 
easily accessible from the station too. 
There’s a traditional market on here 
most Saturdays, as well as a kitsch 
little second-hand bookshop which 
won’t poke too hard at your student 
loan.

Holyhead
To get here you’ll need to head onto 

Anglesey rather than towards Chester. 
The town itself is small, but there are 
plenty of little shops to look around 
and also obtain amenities from. 
There is a country park here which is 
defi nitely worth a stroll through, as 

well as couple of stony beaches, fresh 
sea air and a bit of greenery to boot. 
Serve with friends and a garnish of ice 
cream.

Four years ago, almost to the day, 
I was sitting on a sand dune in the 
Thar Desert in Rajasthan, sharing 

a beer with some camel traders.  We 
tried sharing some conversation too, 
but since their English was limited to 
“Thank you” and “You’re welcome” - 
pronounced in a lilting, sing-song tone 
- and I’d never shown much aptitude 
for Rajasthani, this hadn’t been very 
successful.  Still, we amused ourselves 
pointing to the constellations, clearer 
and brighter than anyone who has 
never left Europe will ever believe and 
sharing with each other the various 
names in our own languages.

The reason I’m sharing this 
anecdote - one of my fondest 
memories of the vibrant and intense 
country that is India - is that I came 
across an advert for slum tours the 
other day; an idea which seems to 
clash weirdly with my own ideas of 
the place.  I can’t quite decide how 
I feel about them.  Also known in 
a less complimentary manner as 
‘poverty pornography’, the tours 

offer a glimpse below the surface of 
whichever developing country you’re 
planning on visiting. Into the less 
savoury areas which, to be honest, 
the tourism offi ces like to hide. 

Slum tours are not a new idea; 
according to some sources they were 
popular as far back as the Victorian 
era and have been kicking up a storm 
of controversy ever since.  In modern 
times, they have been successful in 
Rio de Janeiro and South Africa and 
much of the recent boom in slum 
tours in India is attributable to the 
success of Slumdog Millionaire.  “See 
the real India” tempts the website of 
slum tours agency Reality Tours and 
Travel. Who, in this era of wanting 
your package tour to be as individual 
as possible, could resist?

Before I go off on a rant, I’d like 
to point out the many benefi ts of 
slum tours.  Reality Tours and Travel 
aim to “dispel the negative image of 
Dharavi, Asia’s biggest slum.”  The 
company is a non-profi t branch of 
a larger travel agency and has its 

own charity which funds several 
projects in Dharavi.  They have even 
banned photography since the slum’s 
inhabitants complained of feeling like 
animals in a zoo.   People who have 
been on the tours claim to have a 
better understanding of how slums 
work and the industry which goes on 

inside them.  They are also - argue 
the defenders of slum tours - more 
likely to donate money to projects in 
the slums, apparently after having 
made the remarkable discovery that 
the people who live in abject poverty 
don’t do so out of choice or laziness.

And yet - despite these admittedly 
undeniable advantages - the idea of 
slum tours leaves me with a feeling 
of unease.  Imagine for a moment a 
group of sweaty westerners clustered 
together on a slum street following 

a tour guide, clutching tightly to 
their handbags and avoiding the dirt. 
Imagine them already imagining what 
they will tell friends and relatives 
when they get home, experiencing a 
preview of the secret thrill they will 
get when someone comments how 
daring they are and nodding sadly 
when people say how terrible it must 
be to live in a developing country.

Poverty is rife in India.  Walk down 
a street and you will be followed by 
begging children.  Sit on a station 
platform and you will be surrounded 
by mutilated beggars holding out their 
hands, crying and mumbling for just 
a few rupees so they can get a cup of 
chai. Even the dogs are three-legged.  
But does that really mean we should be 
actively going out and searching for it?  
The country is an emerging economic 
power.  The Westerners who take such 
tours and have their pre-conceptions 
of a lesser culture confi rmed may fi nd 
that hard to believe.  But then, India 
and her problems have never been 
comprehensible to someone with 

Western values.
Whilst in Varanasi I met a beggar 

who had been waiting to die for over 
ten years so she could have her ashes 
scattered in the holy water of the 
Ganges.  On the same day I met a 
homeless woman who charged into 
the path of an idiotic English girl to 
stop her being gored by a cow.

In the desert, one of the camel 
traders and I had managed to work 
out a rudimentary language based on 
a few words and lots of gestures.  He 
told me that, out of the tourist season, 
he travelled south to Gujarat to visit 
the camel fair.  It took about three 
months to ride the distance, living 
hand to mouth and with no human 
company.

The ‘real’ India is not that hard 
to discover.  And trust me, it’s richer 
than you imagine. 

Rachel Stretton

“India has never been                
comprehensible to someone 

with         Western values”

Got a bad case of the Wanderlust but no money to indulge it?  Vicky 
Osten has a few local remedies
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Europe’s most popular coach service is 
giving away tickets to destinations around 
Europe in a monthly draw.
Eurolines’ new website aims to create a 
space for inspiring travellers’ tales and ad-
ventures.  From memorable romantic meet-
ings to that time you ended up in Budapest 
instead of Barcelona; if it happened on a 
Eurolines coach, the website want to hear 
from you.
The writer of the best story each month 
wins a pair of return tickets to Paris, Am-
sterdam or Brussels. 
 Further information is available by visiting 
www.eurolifelines.com. 

On the second day of my tour up north, 
I awoke from a surprisingly amazing 
sleep and found myself in a bunk bed 

in a Kalbarri hostel in Western Australia. After 
waking myself up with a shower (which was 
just that bit too cold) I was told I needed to 
eat something to supply me with energy until 
lunchtime. This intrigued me, but in a bad way. 
What would I be doing that would require this 
much energy? I force-fed myself some dry 
toast, washing it down with a scolding cup of 
tea – milk was on short supply – and chucked 
all of my things back in the van.

 The sun had barely risen before we were 
buckling ourselves into the geriatric van but 
we already knew it was going to be quite a 
warm day. Our hour long trip along a single 
long straight road (seriously, we passed 
maybe at most fi ve other cars) was passed 
with the bathing of myself in suntan lotion and 
chugging water. And boy was I glad I did.

We pulled up in some remote dusty car 
park and were told to change our thongs (fl ip-
fl ops, not knickers) for walking shoes. This 
walk took my brand new trainers’ “walking 
virginity”, soon changing them from an 
embarrassing luminous blinding white to a 
dusty orange. After walking for ten minutes 
along a path that seemed as if it was part of a 
Wild Western fi lm, we arrived at the Murchison 
Gorge – WA’s answer to the Canyon, except 

maybe on not such a big a scale... 
Appearing in the ground like a crack in a 

piece of glass with rock plummeting vertically 
down to a trickle of a river; it was amazing. 
The rock was made up of multiple layers 
of bright orange, which, if I’m prepared to 
admit this to Bangor’s student population, 
interested me. Ok, ok I know it’s rock and 
I’m no geologist, but the colours were just so 
amazing against a backdrop of the brightest 
blue sky I have ever seen. Geeky time over.

We were then told we were going to climb 
it. I was really excited until I thought about 
it more. Going down should be a lot of fun, 
if tricky; however that meant we would have 
to climb back out and that’s bad. Gravity and 
I don’t get along so well. Pushing these bad 
thoughts to the back of my mind, I went 
ahead. Firstly the walk down was just steep 
which I thought I could cope with. However, 
the further down we got, the more we had 
to actually climb down. At one point it was 
a steep twenty-foot drop, jumping from rock 
to rock where we had to use our hands to 
stop us losing footing and falling to, well, our 
death. Or a broken limb at least. 

We spent all of ten minutes beside the 
river, slowly cooking ourselves in the sun, 
before we started the ascent. What I didn’t 
realise was that the climbing part of it was 
the easiest, and even – dare I say – fun. 
However, when it got back up to the steep 
climbing paths, we all started to fray at the 
edges slightly, with the thought of a cold 
beer at the top keeping us going. Shame 
the beer didn’t actually stay cold in the van, 
otherwise the welcome back would have 
been bliss. 

Whilst Lizzie prepared lunch, we were told 

we could wander down to “Nature’s Window” 
– which sounded to me like a dodgy Dulux 
paint colour. It was, in fact, a rock formation 
in the shape of a window which was fun to 
look at for all of ten seconds before we got 
bored and decided to watch a mountain goat 
for a while. The sun had also gone away and 
the gorge had become eerily cold and dark. 
Still… goat!

Soon enough we were back on the road. 

We had to press on, as we were going to 
make our way across to the peninsula that 
Monkey Mia lies on and had to get there by 
night-fall. The extent of our entertainment 
was “Registration Plate Bingo” where each 
game lasted about two hours due to the lack 
of other vehicles on the road. We arrived at 
Shell Beach which, funnily enough, does what 
it says on the tin. Luckily the sun was back 
high in the sky and Sean, one of the Irish 
guys, decided to go swimming. We lost him 
for a while and got worried as Shell Beach is 
actually part of Shark Bay; you do the math. 
He did return with all limbs intact. 

After an hour of sitting around on painful 
tiny shells and another hour of sitting around 
on a not-quite-so-painful bus, we stopped to 
“appreciate” the sunset at 
Eagles Bluff – Australia has 
the best place names: I kid 
you not, there is a Lake 
Disappointment – with a 
cool-box full of beer. This 
made us a bit giddy during 
the last leg of the journey 
but after joking around for 
a while we all drifted off to 
sleep in the pitch black. 

We hit a kangaroo. 
No wait, let me correct 
myself. A kangaroo hit 
us. A sudden bang stirred 
us all along with the bus 
screeching to a halt. It 
took fi ve minutes for us 
to do a ten-point turn 
and go and investigate 
the damage, only to 
fi nd that the bugger had 

gone. Clearly it was fi ne. All that was left of 
the encounter was a kangaroo shaped dent 
in the side of the bus. Another ten-point turn 
and we were off again.

The resort at Monkey Mia was busy 
when we arrived, with people barbequeing 
everywhere. Once we got settled into our 
rooms and showered and ate etc., most of us 
called it an early night. However myself and 
the Irish stayed up for a while draining their 
beer supply. I can’t remember what exactly 
we talked about, but it was fun. I woke up the 
next morning with recollections of wandering 
onto the beach in the dark and running into a 
beached boat. That is all. 

“Climbing down, we had to use our hands to 
stop us falling to, well, our deaths.”

Heather Torrance continues her exploration 
of wild Australia and discovers bottomless 
gorges, a bay of sharks and shells and, er, a 
new Dulux paint colour?



26

SPORT April Issue 2010
www.seren.bangor.ac.uk

On Saturday 20th March, Bangor 
saw the return of the multisport 
competition (‘Varsity’) between 

Bangor and Aberystwyth. In its 
third year and with one win a piece; 
this would be the decider. Formerly 
the competition took place over a 
weekend but this year we crammed 
even more matches into just one day. 
The atmosphere was intense and the 
competition was fi erce.

All the athletes faced a wet and 
windy start to the day but spirits 
were high and there was a quiet 
determination in the air. Aberystwyth 
arrived in their droves ready to begin 
the competition with the fi rst match, 
Men’s hockey.

The day started well for Bangor 
as we decisively won both men’s and 
women’s hockey however Aberystwyth 
fought back and showed their skill at 

Treborth playing Fields; taking victory 
from 4 out of 5 matches played there. 
An Aberystwyth whitewash was only 
narrowly avoided at Treborth with a 
particularly tough men’s Rugby Union 
game won by Bangor. Throughout the 
day the overall result was too close to 
call as both sets of athletes gave their 
all. 

As the evening came and the 
result announcement drew closer, 

the chanting from the two teams and 
their supporters grew louder. One by 
one the scores were announced with 
thunderous cheers from each of the 
winning teams.

Then came the biggest cheer as it 
was announced: 

The trophy was handed over and 
it will proudly remain with Bangor’s 
Athletic Union until next year. 

This was a fantastic day of sport for 

Bangor and one which will not be soon 
forgotten. The question is though; can 
Bangor be the fi rst to win on foreign 
ground by taking victory in Aber next 
year?

We will see...

Andy John: AU 
President 09-10

Over 400 competitors, 17 matches, only one winner, us!

As a complete newcomer to 
badminton, I was unsure 
of what to expect. My only 

previous experience came at school, 
where we were thrown into a sports 
hall and told ‘hey go play Badminton’, 
well words to that effect. Unable to 
even hit the shuttle cock and annoyed 
that I couldn’t wait for it to bounce 
before I returned the serve, that 
brief hour was the be all and end all 
of Badminton for the next 10 years. 
My opinion was that it was a stupidly 
hard and pointless sport, rather play 
footy and tennis. Fortunately my 
perceptions were about to change.
The layout of the sports hall was as 
follow, three courts were placed side 
by side. The farthest was for warm 
ups and warm downs, whilst the 
other two were for the matches. Two 
games being played simultaneously. 
Benches for spectator and team 
members were placed at the bottom 
of the hall, horizontal to the court, so 
that the crowd could see both games; 
they were also just out of the player’s 
fi eld of vision, so as not to provide a 
distraction. The attendance itself was 
impressive. Upwards of thirty were 
there, many on the balcony above the 
hall. 

Shortly after the Leeds team had 
arrived, both teams began their warm 
up on the courts. What should have 
been a gentle exercised, appeared to 
emerge into a dueling contest; both 
sides demonstrating their arsenals to 
each other. Smooth lobs and lightning 
fast smashes whittled cross court. 
Many shots were almost invisible, yet 

players returned them with ease, 
and this was just the warm up. After 
about 15 minutes, both captains 
agreed to begin the match.

The fi rst two were singles, with 
Bangor’s No 1 playing Leeds No2, 
the other match being the reverse of 
this. Both games were tight affairs, 
with every shot being cheered by 
the crowd. Towards the end of each 
set, pressure began to creep in, and 
mistakes were beginning to appear. 
As one player would seemingly edge 
a couple of points ahead, his opponent 
would fi nd something special to leave 
the set in the balance. This shift in 
momentum was to become a common 
feature of every game. 

Unfortunately at the end of the 
fi rst two singles, Bangor was 2-0 
down, despite playing some awesome 
badminton. But this was about to 
change. The two doubles matches 
began, following the same format as 
the singles. Once again the standard of 
badminton was impeccable. This time, 
Bangor was to come out on top. A 
mixture of superb skill and composure 
saw Bangor equalise at 2-2. At this 
stage, halfway through the match, the 
tie was very winnable for both sides, 
and it was; from a spectator point of 
view, great to see such an even game. 

Reversing the singles ties, the third 
round saw an even 
greater amount of 
skill. Keen to make 
amends for their 
defeats, Bangor’s 
players dug deep. Every point was 
played to win and pressure was visible on 

both 
sides. But 

once again, it was to be the more 
experienced Leeds team that was to 
keep composure, both players winning 
their ties by the narrowest of margins. 
Leeds increased their lead to 4-2. 

Once again it was up to the doubles 
players to even the scores. Both 
side playing superb badminton, both 
games went to a fi nal set. This time 
Bangor was to prevail and at the end of 
the fi nal rounds, the match was tied at 
4-4. There was no tie breaker to play, 
and therefore scores were tallied, and 

t h e 
team with the most points won 
would be declared winner. After a few 
tense minutes, both captains agreed 
that Leeds won by only 21 points. A 
4-4 tie was a fair result, as both teams 
played almost fl awless badminton. 
To win or lose by points alone is 
pure testament to the standards and 
determination on show. 

Despite winning the second division, 
automatic promotion is not yet assured. 
Due to unforeseen circumstances in 
Division 1, a play off will now has to 

t a k e 
place between Bangor, and 
coincidently Leeds Met. The match 
takes place on April 21st which is 
unfortunately after publication. 
Nevertheless, Seren congratulates 
the team on this year’s success, and 
wishes the best of luck for the new 
season; whatever division that may 
be.

Contact Club Captain Fiach at,
Badminton@undeb.bangor.ac.uk

BUCS CUP BADMINTON FINAL
Bangor vs Leeds Met Carnegie

Bangor’s victorious varsity!

Aberystwyth: 9 v Bangor: 12
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This is the account from the 
rowing club’s fundraising trip 
from Toulouse to Dover. The 

endeavour was never going to be 
easy, and by the sounds of it, it 
wasnt. 

The France trek went very well. All 
the rowing club enjoyed their toulouse 
trip to compete in Superae rowing 
race and we did the university proud!  
The trek itself was quite exciting. 
We managed to get into Paris and 
stay with Central Paris Engineering 
University who happend to be 
competeing in the race too. From 
there though it was alot more diffi cult 
to trek out of paris so we hitchiked 
from the north of Paris to the A1 road 
where we tried to get a lift to Calais. 
Disaster stroke though as we were on 
the wrong road to Calais and stuck 
in the middle of the countryside. 
Luckily a lorrydriver took us a service 
station to see if any lorrydrivers 
were going to calais however it was 
getting dark and they were all going 
to sleep. The only option was to sleep 
in the service station for the night, 
which was possibly the lowest point. 
The restaurant fl oor wasn’t exactly 
comfortable and we had no idea if we 
would get out of the service station. 

We couldnt walk the motorway as its 
illegal in France to do so. Luckily a 
driver gave us a lift to Lille just outside 
calais and we decided to get the train 
from Lille to Calais. We came to 
Calais and got on the ferry and then 
arrived at victoria station. From there 
we went to frankis to rest up after a 
tiring time. I wouldn’t recommend 
hitchiking and I wouldnt do it all the 
time now although i do have more 
faith in the humankind. Doing the 
trek completely destroyed french 
stereotypes everybody was happy to 
help however some didnt like the fact 
we didnt speak French. Unfortunately 
we lost out translator before the trek 
so i had to rely on my spanish skills 
to interpret what they were saying. 
Luckily i could understand some of 
it and i think that really did save us. 
We felt so frustrated and annoyed we 
didnt learn french fl uenty. Currently 
we are in the process of collecting 
money so if people are interesting 
in guessing how long it took and 
making donation to us then they can 
get intouch with any rowers or emai 
the club. The closest guess will be 
announced winner and recieve a prize 
donated by a local fi rm.  

Lauren Evans

Rowing club returns, 
but it wasnt all 

plain sailing

One of the big draws of coming to 
university is the doors it opens 
when it comes to trying new 

things, clubs and societies they would 
never have considered joining – or 
sports they haven’t heard of before. 
For instance, many a student has no 
doubt been intrigued by “Ultimate 
Frisbee”. The problem comes that 
when a sport is so hidden that people 
are still puzzled about it beyond 
fresher’s week. Octopush is so niche 
that a lot of the second years I know 
have absolutely no idea about what it 
is. Telling somebody that “Octopush” is 
actually “Underwater Hockey” usually 
leads to the words being bounced back 
at me in a surprised, eyebrows leaping 
off the forehead kind of reaction. Go 
on, admit it. Your eyebrows are raised 
as well. To be honest, that’s fair 
enough. Octopush is still not even a 
recognised Olympic sport (and what 
isn’t these days?), and that alone is a 
major reason why it doesn’t even get 
the coverage of “normal” Hockey – so 
here’s a few of things you probably 
didn’t know about it:

Bangor University’s Octopush 
Club is a reasonably small one, but 
benefi ts from the regular presence 
of people who have been playing 
Octopush for years. Third year student 
and last year’s Captain, Tom Lodge, 
for example, has been playing for 
a decade. Tom’s experience was 
especially important last year, when 
he was given the responsibility of 
hosting the Student Nationals in 
Bangor – or Llandudno, since the pool 
lent itself better to two simultaneous 
games. The team itself was still young 
then and narrowly avoided fi nishing 
last, but the tournament itself was 
a huge success. “Over 250 people 
competed,” says Tom. “I was lucky 

to be able to have help from a vast 
array of people, including the British 
Octopush Association.”

 This year the tournaments haven’t 
been so close to home, which has lead 
to some great road trips as far afi eld 
as Aberdeen, as well as Oxford and 
Newport. The trip back from Aberdeen 
saw us leave at 9 in the morning and 
get back just in time for training at 
8 – now that’s dedication! Despite all 
this, non-student player Rob Gaster, 
one of our players qualifi ed to drive 

the minibus, said it was all “fun”. 
This is partly because of the team’s 
bond. “The social side of the club is 
great,” says Equipment Offi cer Joe 
Mulkerrin. After training, the team can 
be found at The Skerries pub in lower 
Bangor – The Skerries also act as the 

team’s sponsors 
– where the 
team become 
an even closer 
unit. However, 
this is not to 
say the team 
excludes new 
m e m b e r s , 
as a couple 
of post-
C h r i s t m a s 
n e w b i e s 
would attest to. 
Despite the excellent bond within 
the team, the club has struggled 
to make a mark in tournaments. 
Sometimes this is because of a simple 
mismatch: some of the teams at the 
Newport tournament, for instance, 
were made up almost exclusively 
of players who had been competing 
for several years. This changed in 
March, though, at this year’s Student 
Nationals in Oxford. 

Though the team might well have 
settled for simply securing two or three 
wins, all expectations were surpassed 
as Bangor left the tournament with not 
only qualifi cation from their opening 
round-robin group, but also a sixth-
place fi nish -  the highest in the club’s 
history – out of thirteen teams. To put 
this placing in perspective, the teams 
the club fi nished below, like Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh, train up to six times 
per week. The most exciting part of 
this unprecedented success is the fact 
that several of the players currently 
making up the team’s core will still 
be here in Bangor next year: though 
there will be three or four signifi cant 
losses, many of the players that were 
able to perform so well in Oxford 
will be there to help coach the new 
freshers, as well as to ensure that this 

performance 
was not a simple 
one-off. The future certainly 
looks bright for the club. 
The Underwater Hockey club meets at 
8pm on Sundays at the Bangor Pool, 
and at around 8:30pm on Wednesdays 
at the Students Union, for a training 
session at the Llandudno Pool (the 
Llandudno pool is bigger and fl atter, 
which is more conducive to a good 
Octopush practice). If your eyebrows 
have returned to their usual position 
yet, the Underwater Hockey club is 
something worth a go because like a lot 
of sports it’s “easy to get, but diffi cult 
to master,” as Joe puts it. You will likely 
grasp the basics within just a couple of 
sessions, and before long you will be 
learning fl amboyant skills to get past 
your opponent. And while the odd step 
over in football might be impressive, 
tricking your way past your opponent 
while underwater is even better. 

o c t o p u s h @ u n d e b . b a n g o r .
ac.uk 

muidacramuidats@hotmail.co.uk 

(club captain)

~ Founded in 1954 & was 
fi rst played in Portsmouth

~ The nickname 
“Octopush” comes from 

the fact that teams 
originally played with 8 
players, whereas now it 

is played with 6.

~ The fi rst tournament 
was held in 1955 between 
Southsea, Bournemouth 

and Brighton.

~ You play it at the 
bottom of the pool with 

fi ns, mask, snorkel and a 
pusher or stick.

Bangor City FC

After beating Prestatyn Town 
2-0, Bangor City will compete 
in the Welsh Cup fi nal, hoping 

to win the trophy for the 3rd time 
in a row. Facing Port Talbot, who 
beat Bala 1-0; it is not just a cup 
that is up for grabs, but also a place 
in the EUROPA League.  The Welsh 
Cup Final will be held at Parc Y 
Scarlets on Saturday 1st May, KO 
4.30pm. See the club website for 
information on ticket prices and 
getting there.

www.bangorcityfc.com

Local Sport 
in Brief

Crusaders
Gareth Thomas scored his 

fi rst rugby league try, a 
month since since making 

his debut for the Crusaders. 
Thomas’ try helped the Crusaders 
to a 20-10 victory, away at the 
Wakefi eld Wildcats. Their fourth 
of the season, which sees them 
surpase last years total, with only 
10 game played.

Wrexham FC

Wrexhams recent form 
has come far too late 
to make a substantial 

difference to their dissapointing 
season. A 2-0 away victory 
to an already relegated Grays 
may alleviate some pressure on 
Saunders, in what has been a 
very dissapointing season for the 

Dragons.

RGC 1404

Following their demolition 
of the Royal Navy team 
the previous week, RGC 

followed the succes with a 24-
21 victory over Enisei, at Parc 
Eirias; Colwyn Bay. It was a 
rough encounter against the 
Russian national league runners 
up. 11-11 at half time, it was 
going to be a tight game down 
to the last minute, a late penalty 
snatching a win.

rowingclub@undeb.bangor.ac.uk
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Revision specials
Come and enjoy some chill out
Buy a tea or coffee and recieve a FREE 

cake or FREE refi ll
Mon - Fri 10/05 - 4/06 

2-4pm

2-4pm

2-3pm


